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Christian Religious Education  
Some thoughts in response to Tony Lenten’s 
Discussion Paper. 

In the winter edition of the Messenger, Tony Lenten 
offered a thought provoking discussion of Christian 
Religious education as currently provided through 
ACCESS ministries and its volunteer teachers, along 
with recommendations for a thorough Uniting Church 
response to the issues raised. Tony also presented a 
well-attended talk which developed the material 
presented in the article. As someone who started 
teaching CRE twenty years ago and continues to 
participate as an ‘SRI Instructor’ under the current 
Ministerial Directive, and as a member of the audience 
at that talk, I’ve decided to write a response in the 
hope of contributing to the conversation. 

Over the last several years, the Council for Christian 
Education in Schools has changed substantially, 
adjusting its governance structure and becoming more 
theologically conservative in its approach and 
language, especially since the installation of the  
Rev. Canon Dr. Evonne Paddison as CEO. At the last 
meeting of the Synod, a review of ACCESS ministries by 
a working group of the Uniting Church was presented 
which was critical of many aspects of the operation and 
governance of ACCESS ministries and the materials and 
training around CRE. The report recommended 
substantial changes to the structure of ACCESS and the 
part the Uniting Church plays in developing teaching 
materials (currently none), along with enhancements 
to teacher training and the removal of expectations of 
volunteer teachers finding financial support for the CRE 
program. The Board of ACCESS, on which the Uniting 
Church has representation, has been working to 
respond to this report in amongst its regular work and 
a recent meeting of Board, Council and Executive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
members has signalled a change in direction for 
ACCESS ministries and a re-invigoration of the Board 
and Council, particularly in the wake of Canon 
Paddison’s departure from the organisation. Whether 
these developments will be sufficient evidence of 
progress is yet to be seen. The report also noted that 
the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting 
Authority (ACARA) is planning to include some study  
of religions in its Civics and Citizenship unit for years  
3–10, though this would likely be very limited, given 
the broad scope of the unit and the time allocated for 
its implementation (30 minutes per week).  

As a CRE teacher, who now has to be an SRI (Special 
Religious Instruction) Instructor, it is hard not to feel 
personally some of the criticisms of CRE and ACCESS 
ministries that are contained in the UCA report and in 
Tony’s article, despite agreeing with many of the 
observations about the deficiencies of the program. 
The sense of confusion and isolation that results from 
being suddenly under siege from the media and then 
having many of the criticisms aired in the press echoed 
by sections of the church is difficult to deal with. 
Christian SRI is a way of sharing what is important 
about the Christian faith with children whose parents 
are open to their children receiving that sharing. SRI is 
currently the only source of learning about religion 
available in Victorian government schools until year 11 
and 12. As a Christian with an acute awareness of the 
breadth of understandings of the Bible and the 
teachings of Jesus, I have always sought to 
communicate that breadth to the students in my 
classes. I’ve encouraged questions and always made 
clear that there is no pressure to believe as I believe. 
I’ve sought to provide examples from my own life about 
how the Christian faith informs my choices and 
perspectives and been ready to admit when there are 
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no easy answers. I’ve enjoyed good relationships with 
teachers and students, working hard to respect class 
rules and routines, and been rewarded with positive 
encounters outside of the school environment, as well 
as some really engaging discussions about questions 
of meaning, ethics and theology in class. I know many 
other CRE teachers with similar approaches and 
experiences, whose contribution, along with all other 
CRE teachers is described by the critics of CRE in terms 
of their dedication, their giving of time and their care. 
The unhelpful and likely unintended implication is that 
their dedication and care have, at best, made no 
educational contribution at all and, at worst, have 
constituted a form of unwitting abuse. 

Of course, my approach, or that of other teachers I 
know, isn’t necessarily the problem. It is true that the 
teaching materials supplied by ACCESS ministries don’t 
always reflect best practice in teaching. Some exercises 
encourage reflection, wondering, group discussion and 
imaginative engagement, but many have a ‘fill in the 
blanks’ approach. As the UCA report acknowledges, this 
is in part to accommodate volunteer teachers whose 
delivery may require substantial scaffolding from the 
curriculum. It also reflects the limited budget resources 
of ACCESS ministries to generate new teaching 
materials and the odd process used to produce new 
curricula. The approach of the teaching materials is 
similarly inconsistent, with some lessons focussed on 
the ways Christian teachings inform widely held values, 
while others seem aimed at ‘proving’ the reliability of 
the Bible as a guide for life and a witness to the reality 
of Christian proclamation. These inconsistencies do 
not, in my opinion, make Christian SRI irredeemable, 
even if the current teaching materials require rewriting 
to make them fully coherent with the stated aims of SRI 
in the legislation and consistent with best teaching 
practice. 

In his article, Tony assumes that values and beliefs are 
intrinsic to the process of education, an approach I 
wholeheartedly agree with. I would further argue that 
there is no arena of life not driven by values and 
beliefs, whether conscious or unconscious (I’m almost 
an existentialist, but not quite). Tony rightly asserts 
that ‘there are many educationally valid strategies and 
approaches available to teachers to promote the 
development of such values and beliefs in their 
students which avoid the traps of propaganda, 
brainwashing and indoctrination’. I would argue that 
many CRE teachers have sought to do just that, from 
the particular perspective of the Christian faith, which 
itself has had a foundational influence on the agreed 
values of the secular state, including the right to 
education. 

One of the arguments against SRI generally is that it 
discriminates between students on the basis of their, 
or their parents, religious identification. Tony identifies 
this separation as ‘the “hidden curriculum”. The 
content supposedly is about inclusion. The practice is 
about exclusion. Schools should be about promoting 
harmony, mutual respect and understanding between 
students, not the reverse.’ I agree that harmony, 
mutual respect and understanding are important values 
to promote explicitly and implicitly. However, I am 
unconvinced that SRI drives a wedge between students 
in a way that is more harmful than other opt-in 
activities like music programs, sports teams, student 
representative councils, swimming, excursions, or 
dress-up/casual dress days, many of which serve to 
highlight the difference between the socio-economic 
status of students. The issue of privileged access is in 
part addressed by the current SRI regulations which 
allow theoretically for any religious group to provide a 
program of instruction in state schools, subject to 
Education Department approval. The presence at Essex 
Heights of Hindu, Buddhist and Jewish SRI alongside 
Christian SRI points to the inclusion and importance of 
diverse cultural and religious groups within the school. 

Tony’s recommendation that the Uniting Church  
‘phase out all forms of its involvement with the special 
religious instruction programs conducted by Access 
ministries in state schools by the end of 2016’ 
presents difficulties in the context of the Uniting 
Church’s values and beliefs in the area of ecumenism. 
As the UCA’s report points out, ACCESS ministries is an 
ecumenical venture, one which the UCA has supported 
significantly over the years, both in terms of volunteers 
and in terms of finance. To unilaterally withdraw from 
involvement with other Churches because the venture 
doesn’t express the UCA’s theology runs counter to the 
spirit of ecumenism. Public perception of the UCA is 
unlikely to be improved by phasing out involvement, 
while our limited influence over ACCESS ministries’ 
operations would be reduced to nil. Not to mention the 
reaction such a withdrawal would elicit in those 
currently teaching CRE and those who have done so in 
the past. 

The debate about SRI in schools forms part of a larger 
discussion about the role of the church in public 
discourse and policy. The church has lost the place of 
centrality and privilege it once enjoyed and there is 
grief over this shift which needs to be recognised as 
we respond to this shift, but there are groups with a 
stake in the SRI debate which are philosophically 
opposed to religion having any role in society. For the 
Uniting Church to withdraw from SRI when no 
alternative curriculum is in place would, I feel, concede 
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too easily the place, not only of Christianity, but of 
other religions in a central arena of our society.  

I support Tony’s proposal that General Religious 
Education be taught in schools as part of the whole  
P–12 curriculum. This would constitute a true 
expression of the secular intent of the school system 
not to privilege one religion over another, and 
contribute to mutual understanding between students 
of different religious backgrounds. My hope is that 
such a curriculum would include encounter with people 
of different faiths, and the opportunity to see places of 
worship, so that the living face of the religions can be 
seen. 

I have doubts about the Uniting Church’s capacity to 
play a major role in the reconfiguring of religious 
education and the reinvigorating of Christian education 
for school-age children, based in part on the failure of 
the UCA (and other denominations) to pass faith on to 
the children of congregations. While it can be argued 
that there were quality of education issues, I believe  

 

 

there is a deeper issue. It arose in discussion at the 
Worship Ministry Group’s planning retreat in August 
and again in a conversation I had with Chris Barnett 
who works for the Centre for Theology and Ministry as 
the Synod’s Children and Family resource person.  
It’s the question of how we share our faith in an 
increasingly secular world. How do we express the 
vitality of the Christian faith, the uniqueness of Jesus 
Christ, and the reality of God without either going too 
far down the road to describing children as ‘lost’, or 
leaving behind so much of our proclamation that what 
we share is indistinct and insipid? A reinvigoration of 
Christian education for children would need to answer 
such questions, and it would help us as adults to 
address our own faith and how we share it.  

I want to close by thanking Tony for his article and his 
willingness to discuss its implications at his 
presentation. I look forward to the Synod meeting later 
this month and to seeing what the Uniting Church 
decides to do next. 

James 

 

From the Church CouncilFrom the Church CouncilFrom the Church CouncilFrom the Church Council    
The winter time has been a time for staying inside in the warmth of our homes, and waiting for the warmth of 
Spring! 

However, the work of the Church Council has gone on as usual. We have had our meetings with regular reports 
from the various Ministry Groups – thank you to all the representatives, for diligence and conscientiousness in 
keeping the wheels turning, and the activities of St Luke's continuing. 

We have, as a congregation, attended the Combined Uniting Churches (Mt Waverley area) worship service at High 
Street Road. This was very well attended, and many commented positively on the service and the lunch following. 
We celebrated the birthday of the Uniting Church at the service, and later at lunch, with an impressive birthday 
cake. Our thanks to the members of High Street Road congregation who made this day such a joyful gathering! 

Later in this quarter, we had our combined service with the RCCC, also followed by a delicious lunch; main courses 
supplied by the RCCC, and desserts by St Luke's. We eat well at St Luke's! 

We acknowledged a significant birthday with an OBE – presented to Christine McCulloch. Photographs elsewhere in 
this edition! 

The evening for consideration of the Worship Services at St Luke's was very successful, with many comments and 
suggestions recorded. These were considered at the Worship Ministry Group planning day following, and will be 
incorporated, at appropriate times into the life of St Luke's. 

To the musical team, who provide such a varied experiences in our worship services – thank you all for sharing 
your gifts with us! A special mention to Katrina Dowling, who co-ordinates this aspect. 

Reluctantly, we farewelled Jane Rushton and her family, as they returned to the U.K. They go with St Luke's 
blessing, prayers for their futures and promises to stay in touch. 

The UCAF were responsible for the Frontier Service worship – thank you to all. It is good to be reminded of the 
vastness of the Inland Mission fields, and the valuable work done by numerous Uniting Church members. 

We continue to be blessed with James' ministry, and Corrie's assistance – and pray for God's blessings to continue 
to give our ministry team the strength, energy and understanding to serve the members of our congregational 
family. We recognise the support groups of Douglas and Symington family members, and thank them all. 

Eunice Magee
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 Tent of NationsTent of NationsTent of NationsTent of Nations 

Roujeh Mizher brings us up-to-date about the Tent of Nations: 

It’s quite a sad state of affairs as of late. Daoud is quite pre-occupied with the exhaustive legal battle with the 
Israeli Government and obviously a visit to Melbourne would indeed potentially impact the legal situation whilst 
absent. 

At this point in time the situation is quite critical. There will be an update with regards to the uprooting of Fruit 
Trees on the Nassar Land on 15th September 2014. 

The uprooting happened on 19th May. A few weeks prior, the IDF’s Civil Administration left a notice under a 
large rock near the trees, saying that it was state land that must be evacuated. In response, on 12th May, the 
Nassar family filed an appeal through their lawyer, stating that they could prove that the trees were planted on 
family land. Although no verdict was given and only a week had passed, the trees were uprooted and removed 
anyway, the land bulldozed. 

Please see the latest letter from Daoud below: 
 

September 3, 2014
Dear Friends, 

Two days ago Israel’s Military Authorities in the West Bank announced the takeover of 988 acres 
(3,799 dunams) belonging to five Palestinian villages between what is called the Etzion settlement 
bloc to the south of Jerusalem. The move clears the way for construction of a new settlement 
named Gvaot, which is on the opposite Hill of the Tent of Nations farm. 

This move doesn’t take land from our farm, but it will further the isolation of the farm including 
the village of Nahalin and make movement even more difficult for the Palestinians living in five 
villages to the west of Bethlehem. 

We are still waiting for the response from the military authorities to the Israeli Supreme Court on 
the appeal brought by our lawyers after the destruction of our fruit trees on the May 19, 2014. 
The military representative has to respond to the highest court by September 15, 2014. 

In 2007, the Supreme Court recognized our legal claim to the land and said that the family can re-
register the land in their name and referred it back to the Military Court with the recommendation 
that the military court settle the matter to re-register the land. Since 2007, however, the military 
has delayed such action. 
There is no current news from the military court about the decisions concerning the tree loss but 
we will keep you posted, if we hear anything from the military court. 

On the ground, we already started with rebuilding the terraces again and preparing the land for 
new trees. We will start with planting from December 2014 until end of March 2015. Our plan is 
to plant 3000–5000 different trees depending on how much rain we get. 

Thank you so much for keeping us in your prayers. We will never give up hope and we still believe 
that one day we will see the sun of justice rising again. 
Blessings and Salaam from the land that is thirsty for Salaam. 
 
Daoud Nassar 
Director 

As you can see from above, there are so many things happening with regards to the land. Endless 
court battles that tend to go nowhere. Is it false hope? It’s a very difficult situation and it really does 
feel that the international community are letting things like this slip under the radar. The Nassar 
family are not the only Palestinian family with disputed land, as Daoud mentions in his update.  
Many Palestinians will be displaced and isolated. The Christian minority are suffering. 

Roujeh Mizher
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Our Oceans Our Oceans Our Oceans Our Oceans –––– Plastic Perils Plastic Perils Plastic Perils Plastic Perils            
with a presentation by Canadian Marine Biologist,  
Dr Jennifer Lavers.  

Dr. Lavers is an engaging speaker. You may have 
already heard her on ABC's ‘Catalyst’ and Radio 
National. Wednesday, 17th September, 2014, 7:30Wednesday, 17th September, 2014, 7:30Wednesday, 17th September, 2014, 7:30Wednesday, 17th September, 2014, 7:30 pm  pm  pm  pm 
High Street Road Uniting Church, 482 High Street Road, High Street Road Uniting Church, 482 High Street Road, High Street Road Uniting Church, 482 High Street Road, High Street Road Uniting Church, 482 High Street Road, 
Mt Waverley.Mt Waverley.Mt Waverley.Mt Waverley.  

From her 10 years’ study of sea birds on remote 
islands, from the Arctic to the Tropics, Dr Jennifer 
Lavers has gained a unique insight into the health of 
our oceans. In these beautiful places, she has become 
aware of the increasing plastic pollution in our oceans, 
much of which begins as street, river and beach litter. 
The seminar will highlight these concerns and help us 
understand causes, impacts, and solutions to the 
plastic pollution problem. Join us afterwards for tea or 
coffee. Gold coin donation. 
 
 
 

 
The Australian experience: understanding the The Australian experience: understanding the The Australian experience: understanding the The Australian experience: understanding the 
challenges faced by people coming from other challenges faced by people coming from other challenges faced by people coming from other challenges faced by people coming from other 
cultures and faith traditionscultures and faith traditionscultures and faith traditionscultures and faith traditions    

Tuesday 30th September from 8 pm to 9.30 pmTuesday 30th September from 8 pm to 9.30 pmTuesday 30th September from 8 pm to 9.30 pmTuesday 30th September from 8 pm to 9.30 pm    
St Luke’s UnitingSt Luke’s UnitingSt Luke’s UnitingSt Luke’s Uniting Church, 96 Essex Rd, Mt Waverley,  Church, 96 Essex Rd, Mt Waverley,  Church, 96 Essex Rd, Mt Waverley,  Church, 96 Essex Rd, Mt Waverley, 
Melway 61D10.Melway 61D10.Melway 61D10.Melway 61D10.    

We have invited speakers from different faiths and of 
different ages to tell us what their experience has been 
and how well their experience matched their 
expectations. We hope this might help increase our 
awareness of their needs.  

Join us for tea or coffee to finish the evening.  
Gold coin donation 
 
 

 
 

 
    
    
    
    
    
    
 

    
Daughters of  the Land: Daughters of  the Land: Daughters of  the Land: Daughters of  the Land:     
Women in the Book of GenesisWomen in the Book of GenesisWomen in the Book of GenesisWomen in the Book of Genesis   
led by Professor Monica Melanchthon.  

Professor Melanchthon’s special interest is women in 
the Old Testament. Everyone we have spoken to who 
has heard Prof. Melanchthon speak has found it a very 
worthwhile experience, so we encourage your 
attendance. 

High Street Road Uniting Church, 482 High Street Road, High Street Road Uniting Church, 482 High Street Road, High Street Road Uniting Church, 482 High Street Road, High Street Road Uniting Church, 482 High Street Road, 
Mt Waverley, Mt Waverley, Mt Waverley, Mt Waverley, Saturday 11th October from 9Saturday 11th October from 9Saturday 11th October from 9Saturday 11th October from 9.15 am to .15 am to .15 am to .15 am to 
4.00 pm.4.00 pm.4.00 pm.4.00 pm.    

We realise that not everyone can come for the day so 
you will be welcome to attend whatever sessions you 
are able. 

The program for the day is: 

Session 1Session 1Session 1Session 1: (: (: (: (9.30 am)9.30 am)9.30 am)9.30 am) – Eve the Mother of all Living; 
Sarah the Matriarch and the Bearer of the Covenant; 
Hagar the Slave and Foreigner 

Morning tea 

Session 2: (Session 2: (Session 2: (Session 2: (11 am)11 am)11 am)11 am) – Rebecca the influential Matriarch; 
Rachel and Leah – Sisters, Daughters and Mothers 

Lunch 

Session 3:Session 3:Session 3:Session 3: (1.15 pm)(1.15 pm)(1.15 pm)(1.15 pm) – Lot’s Wife the resistant one; 
Lot’s Daughters – Victims of Abuse; Potiphar’s Wife – 
The Foreign Seducer 

Afternoon tea 

Session 4:Session 4:Session 4:Session 4: (2.45 pm)(2.45 pm)(2.45 pm)(2.45 pm) – Dinah the silenced daughter 
and sister; Tamar the Seeker of Justice 

Please bring your own lunch. There are bakeries and 
cafes within a kilometre or so of the church. Morning 
and afternoon tea will be provided as will tea or coffee 
at lunch time. Cost: $5.00 
 
 
 

The Adult Growth Group of the St Luke’s and High Street Road congregations 
has a full program of events planned for the next few months. The first and 
last are public events dealing with issues of concern to the community as a 
whole. The others have been arranged with church members in mind, but 
anyone will be most welcome to participate. Please get your diary out and 
make a note of them. 

Something for EveryoneSomething for EveryoneSomething for EveryoneSomething for Everyone 
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Problem Gambling: Where are we at and where are we going?Problem Gambling: Where are we at and where are we going?Problem Gambling: Where are we at and where are we going?Problem Gambling: Where are we at and where are we going?    

Monday 13th October from 8 to 9.30 pm, Monday 13th October from 8 to 9.30 pm, Monday 13th October from 8 to 9.30 pm, Monday 13th October from 8 to 9.30 pm, High Street Road Uniting Church, 482 High StrHigh Street Road Uniting Church, 482 High StrHigh Street Road Uniting Church, 482 High StrHigh Street Road Uniting Church, 482 High Street Road, Mt Waverley. eet Road, Mt Waverley. eet Road, Mt Waverley. eet Road, Mt Waverley. 

The program is as follows: 

• Dr Mark Zirnsak, Chair, Victoria Inter-Church Gambling Taskforce, to outline the issue as it is currently 
understood. 

• Steve Bastoni, well-known actor in film, on stage and TV. 

• Cr Geoff Lake, Mayor of the City of Monash, to explain the actions that the City of Monash has taken in  
regard to the issue.  

• The candidates for the State seat of Waverley to outline their party’s platform on addressing this issue.  

• The speakers’ panel will address questions from the audience.  

• Closing remarks from the chair. 

This is an opportunity, just before the State election, to help the political parties to see that this is an issue of 
concern to the community so your attendance will be valuable.  

Contact:  David Symington, 9807 Contact:  David Symington, 9807 Contact:  David Symington, 9807 Contact:  David Symington, 9807 2178217821782178    

 

Inaugural Worship Ministry Planning Retreat 

On Friday 15th and Saturday 16th August 2014, we held a retreat on worship ministry planning for 2015 – not to 
eliminate all spontaneity from the coming year, but to discover what is important to us in worship, to think about 
what we would like to introduce, retain or leave behind, to make sure we reserve space for and prepare for all the 
events that are most important to us, and to allow for creative connections to develop between the seasons and 
events of the year.  

The Friday evening was brilliantly supported by members of the St Luke’s community, showing how central 
worship is to our life as a church. The discussion revealed the diversity of needs and tastes within the 
congregation – such as the spectrum of preferences about how communion is served – as well as a strong 
appreciation of community and of music in worship. In the Saturday portion, the worship ministry group reflected 
on Friday’s conversation in order to discern our values in worship and priorities for the coming year, which 
include: supporting active participation in worship; bridging Sunday worship and life during the entire week; 
fostering skills within worship; bridging worship and outreach; and building the community. The final and shortest 
task of the retreat was to schedule some of the main events and seasonal themes of 2015 in the light of all the 
thoughtful preparation that took place over both days.  

Feedback and ideas on worship continue to be welcome, not just at special retreats, but at any time throughout 
the year: please speak to James and members of the Worship Ministry Group whenever you have something to 
contribute. 

Katrina Dowling

St Luke’s – RCCC Annual Church Picnic 
The annual Church picnic is on Saturday 25th October at Valley Reserve (Melway 70 E1) 
starting at 12.30 pm. 

This is a great opportunity to socialise and catch up with St Luke’s and RCCC friends in a 
relaxing bush setting five minutes from home. 

Bring your own BBQ food or picnic, drinks and a chair, as well as sunscreen and a hat. 

For more details see Geoff Swan. 
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10 September 2014
Dear Rev Dr Zhang, 

St Luke’s Social Justice Group Mt Waverley is concerned that so little attention is paid to 
the injustices and genocide taking place in West Papua, our nearest neighbour. We realise 
the Uniting Church, as Uniting World, is working in area and that it is ‘a sensitive issue’ but 
we do not see how we can continue to be silent. 

Since the 1960s, few voices have spoken for the West Papuans, who are suffering at the 
hands of the military. We have a Christian responsibility to speak on behalf of those who are 
being killed imprisoned and tortured with the eyes of the world turned away.  

These militia often seem to be acting outside the control of the Indonesian Government. 
Many got their expertise in East Timor without prosecutions. Our Government provides 
funds for military training and exercises with the Indonesians, yet we are silent as these 
atrocities continue. 

We would like to see the Uniting Church to do what it can to stand up for the people of West 
Papua. We should support the Indonesian Government when it is treating the people justly 
and using the bounty from the mine rich country to improve the living standards of all West 
Papuans. We should speak out when the many infringements of human rights occur in West 
Papua and inform our church members in Australia about such occurrences, so that they can 
speak out as individuals too. 

As it is now, our Church says nothing and the Australian public knows very little. We would 
like to see information appearing in our Victorian JIM newsletters so that we are better 
informed in the Uniting Church on the situation in West Papua. If the church in Australia 
does not speak up when such atrocities continue to occur on our doorstep we are condoning 
what is happening. 

Yours sincerely, 

Members of St Luke’s Social Justice Ministry Group 

The St Luke’s congregation has received visits from the Melbourne-based West Papuan 
community on two occasions where they shared with us their beautiful singing and 
messages of the atrocities occurring in their country. They will be coming to our service 
again on 12th October and we ask for the support of our community.  

We have been advised by the United Church Justice and International Mission that  
any correspondence we wish to send in regard to West Papua should be through  
Rev. Dr Zhang, who is the Manager of Church Partnership Asia Uniting World. The 
following letter sent last week, sums up the concerns of our Social Justice Group  
as to the atrocities happening in West Papua. 

David Langley

WEST PAPUAWEST PAPUAWEST PAPUAWEST PAPUA 

A thought from AldythA thought from AldythA thought from AldythA thought from Aldyth    

The joys we find as we walk with God, 
hurry us along the road to greater love, increased faith,  

and a chosen relationship with him. 

Sarah M. Hepp
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In June we celebrated an OBE presentation to 

Christine McCulloch. 

We had our usual morning tea, with a very impressive 

birthday cake, including very special small Scottish 

addition! (a kilt wearing bear). 

Congratulations, Christine! May you have many 

birthday celebrations in the future! 
 

OBE Christine McCullochOBE Christine McCullochOBE Christine McCullochOBE Christine McCulloch    

St Lukean Walkers 
The St Luke's walking group enjoyed the 
Spring sunshine in August, when we walked 
part of the Main Yarra Trail and the Mullum 
Creek Trail. 

We appreciated the beautiful scenery, the 
walk and the coffee at Beasley's Nursery,  
at the conclusion of our walk. The cheerful 
company was, as always, an added bonus. 
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Update from Playgroup 

Playgroup sessions continue on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. 
Melissa provides varied happy experiences for the children, in line 
with the Early Learning Framework. The mothers, grandmothers and 
carers enjoy the friendly time too. We have a number of babies 
joining the groups, who we hope will ensure continuity.  

The Maternal and Child Health Centre regularly refers families to us 
and our Website and Facebook page attracts new members too. We 
are busy planning our Twilight Bazaar on 16th October and enjoyed 
having James’ participation at a working bee for our stall.  

The interaction and support of many members of the congregation is 
greatly appreciated by the families. 

Joy Burman
 

ACW Community Day 
2014 

Australian Church Women World 

Community Day Service for 2014 

will be held at St Luke's church on 

Friday 31st October. The service will 

commence at 10.00 am followed by 

morning tea. The theme is ‘Building 

with Godly Wisdom’ and we are very 

pleased to have Rev. Ineke Gyles as 

our speaker. 

Church and Hall Bookings 
2015 

Group leaders, Kindergarten groups, and other 
personnel wishing to book the Church and or 
Halls 2 or 3 and kitchen during 2015 please 
discuss with your group now and submit your 
requirements prior to January 2015 to avoid 
disappointment. 

We have already received early bird bookings 
for 2015. Please contact Yvonne or Lawrie 
Smith (9807 3995) or email 
(lawdon@tpg.com.au).  
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STOP PRESS 

• Op Shop cheque just received – $837.06. 

A big thank you to all who contributed goods 
and time. 

Lois Brown  

• Retiring offering at Frontier Service Sunday 
Service – approx $219. 

Many thanks to everyone for their generous 
donations. 

Rosemary McQuiggin 


