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Easter – Eggs, bunnies and butterflies  

It’s that time of year again, in which we experience the 
great forty days of Lent in amongst a great daze of 
consumerism. It’s not just that Hot Cross buns and 
Easter Eggs are available at the supermarket from the 
27th of December; retailers are always chasing an edge 
in the ‘innovative product’ market. Children’s Easter 
craft kits have always been popular, with eggs, rabbits, 
chicks and butterflies in various configurations, all 
detached from their cultural moorings (either Christian 
or pagan). However, in an escalation of symbolism, 
some kits now include chicks with bunny ears to attach. 
Easter Bilbies, ‘Malteasters’, and a host of egg or 
bunny themed confectionery crowd the shelves and the 
great majority of it won’t use fair trade chocolate or 
sugar. The worst part is that the message of the easter 
season (I’ve deliberately left the capital letter off) will 
be that indulgence and consumption are a kind of 
salvation, and that feasting without fasting is a good 
thing. In the church, we feast because we have fasted, 
we celebrate because we have mourned, we rejoice 
because we’ve known despair. Consumerism sells us a 
vision of eternal happiness, youthfulness and beauty – 
a kind of heaven – available with the right purchases. 
We are sold the poison and the cure by the same 
unblushing marketers, who will promote fast food and 
24-hour gyms, chocolates and healthy meal choices, 
gambling and instant loans, ‘green’ products and 
disposable nappies; the list could go on and on. The 
consistent nagging suggestion in all of it is that we are 
inadequate, incomplete, imperfect, and that our 
neighbour who has the product being sold is fulfilled, 
complete and perfect, almost always because their only 
problem is the one the product solves (the people 
whose mosquito problem is solved also have an ideal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

family, beautiful neat house, perfect teeth, great food 
and happy conversation to enjoy while Louie and his 
friends are dealt with by the latest product from 
Mortein). 

While Lent can seem depressing with its disciplines of 
reflection, self-denial and penitence, it offers a 
spiritual antidote to the poisonous lie of consumerism 
that we are only as valuable as the stuff that we buy. 
When we reflect on our imperfections we do so in the 
context of God’s love for us, and the image of God that 
dwells in us and we reflect on how that love and life 
have sustained us when we thought we were doing it 
all. When we deny ourselves, the intention is to teach 
us that we are not what we consume; that we can live 
with less and still find fulfilment, that underneath the 
layers of material protection we put around ourselves, 
our spirits long for deep connection with God and with 
others. When we repent, we are turning away from the 
lies we’re told and have believed and continue to 
believe about who we are and what we’re worth, and 
turning to the Good News of God’s undying love for us. 
Looking at ourselves honestly, denying ourselves 
intentionally, turning from what we have been and 
thought is a kind of dying, but dying with a purpose. 
Through these disciplines, we are able to celebrate 
Easter as people of the resurrection, who have died to 
the world and been born anew in Christ, people whose 
life is found in the source of life, in giving life, in 
sharing love, in celebrating joy and bringing hope to 
despair. We are people whose fulfilment cannot be 
bought or sold, who have found a pearl of great price 
and refuse to trade it for the shiniest counterfeit 
baubles the world has to offer. That is why we embrace 
Lent, and that is how we celebrate Easter. 

James Douglas 
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The following is taken from the Teachers Across 
Borders (TAB) handbook: 

‘Cambodia lost nearly 80% of its educated population 
when it was targeted by the Khmer Rouge regime 
during the civil unrest of the late 1970s. Prior to this 
there had been years of civil war between the various 
factions and extensive bombing of some areas during 
the Vietnam War by US forces. Not only was there great 
loss in terms of human capital but also in terms of 
education and physical infrastructure. Unrest continued 
in Cambodia until the late 1990s. 

‘TAB is an organisation of teachers dedicated to the 
support of fellow teachers around the world. It 
supports curriculum development and teacher training 
as well as the acquisition and development of teaching 
materials. It provides support for teachers working in 
fragile educational environments and is dedicated to 
improving conditions for learning in areas affected by 
natural disasters, poverty and warfare. 

‘Improvements in learning promote exponential 
improvement in the quality of life in every area of 
human endeavour including economic, social, political 
and cultural life. Teachers are the foundation of this.  

 

 

 

TAB works with the Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Sport (MOEYS) which has made it a strategic priority to 
provide quality education for all children in Cambodia. 
It is through collaboration with skilled teachers that 
sound educational ideas and practices can be taken 
there.’ 

I first heard about TAB in 2013 when Brian Allen, a 
retired school Principal, who set up the Australian arm 
of this organisation in 2005, spoke at a meeting. It 
sounded a very worthwhile program so a friend and I 
applied to take part. Each year teachers volunteer to 
run workshops for over 300 teachers in three 
Cambodian cities.  

In January 2014 and January 2015 I went to 
Battambang in northwest Cambodia to assist in the 
program. The workshops included: Leadership and 
Administration for school Principals, Teaching and 
Learning skills, ESL, Early middle and senior years 
language (i.e. teaching Khmer as we teach English), 
Geography, Secondary Science and Maths. 

I was involved with the Early Years Literacy workshops 
where we worked with 30 teachers of classes from 
Years 1 to 3. We modelled how our children are taught. 

News from the Minister 
Have you seen our website lately? While we’re not rivalling Apple or even Hillsong, our humble website has 
undergone some tweaks over the last year. It has had 1376 views since 15th March last year, including 353 for the 
blog, 112 for the Fiesta page and 219 for the Events page. A recently added page, Music, contains a streaming music 
player from Songs that Unite, an initiative of the UCA Assembly which enables visitors to the site to listen to Christian 
music from Australian and international artists without leaving our website. You can even buy the music at a 20% 
discount through our website without ever leaving the music page. The songs ‘In my Father’s house’ and ‘Blow, Spirit, 
blow’ both come from the Songs that Unite collection and there are many more great songs to listen to on our site.  

Over Lent, I’ve been writing a number of reflections on Mark’s gospel on our Blog – you can catch up or click through. 
There are also posts of the Advent studies from last year. If you’d like to write a blog post about an event your 
ministry group is holding or has held, or to share a reflection or a piece of news, please let me know and I’ll arrange 
access to the appropriate area of the website and a quick tutorial in how to write a blog post (it’s really simple).  
You’ll also find the colour edition of the Messenger online through the blog (just type Messenger in the search box). 

I’ve promoted Kid’s Hope in the congregation and I’ve been very pleased to have several people volunteer to be 
mentors. I’m in the process of providing application forms and doing interviews, with training to come sometime 
around Easter and the program to commence in Term 2. If you’d like to know more about Kid’s Hope feel free to talk 
to me or to visit their excellent website kidshope.org.au. 

I want to put a quick note of my own in about the Fiesta to congratulate the organisers and thank everyone who put in 
so much time and effort to make the wonderful afternoon and evening that was the St Luke’s Twilight Fiesta. The 
number of people, particularly families with children, who came to enjoy the food, fun music and bargains was 
impressive, as was the organisation of the day and the dedication and energy of the many hands that set up, served, 
sold, counted, played, packed and cleaned. Thank-you all! 

James

TEACHERS ACROSS BORDERS 



 3

This included listening, speaking, reading and writing 
skills. As our teaching tool we used Big Books to 
introduce reading to the whole class. We demonstrated 
the many ways we use them including discussing the 
appropriate content, style and illustrations needed to 
make a good children’s story. Then all the teachers 
made their own using Khmer writing. Each teacher’s 
book was photocopied and a cover added so that they 
could take back 30 Big Books adding a good resource 
for their classroom. This cost about $1,400 but it may 
be the only reading books they have in addition to 
their one text. Many schools have very little paper on 
which to write. City schools now have reasonable 
facilities but village schools have almost none. 

Developing higher order thinking skills was another 
important part of our program. We used Bloom’s 
Taxonomy and Edward de Bono’s six thinking Hats as 
the models for the type of teaching and questioning to 
be encouraged in all subjects. If Cambodia is to 
become a clever country teachers must be able to 
teach these skills and not encourage merely rote 
learning. 

The teachers were paid US$20 for coming to the 
workshops and the translators a little more. We were 
able to use part of the Teachers’ College in Battambang 
for the seven workshops. Some teachers were brought 
by bus each day so it was a very early start and the  

 
 
 

 
 

 

classes began at 7.30 am. They then had to return to 
their schools to teach in the afternoon. There were no 
replacement teachers for their classes. 

Here I am with some Cambodian teachers who are 
learning how to use puppets in their classrooms. 

 

What appeals to me about TAB is that there is no extra 
agency involved so there is no money wastage or 
corruption. No Australians are paid and we pay our own 
fares and accommodation. In addition to this we are 
expected to each raise $1,500 towards the cost of the 
workshops. To this end I have arranged a concert to be 
held in April.  

Rosemary Brown 

 

 
 

 
A MATINEE PROGRAM OF  

GRACIOUS MUSIC 

Presented by 

Patricia Ball and Helen Schneider 
with Antony Randsome and Zaiga Schuller 

at  

St Phillip’s Anglican Church 
corner of Stephenson’s Road and Catherine Avenue, 

Mt Waverley  
(Melway 70 D6) 

on 

Saturday 11 April 2015 at 2.00 p.m. 

Followed by Afternoon Tea 

Suggested Donation $25 

Please ring Rosemary to confirm attendance  
on 9807 6484 or 0407 517 655 

The details of the concert are as follows: 
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From the Church CouncilFrom the Church CouncilFrom the Church CouncilFrom the Church Council    

‘A committee is a cul de sac down which ideas are lured and then quietly strangled.’ 

Sir Barnett Cocks    

 
We would like to think our Church Council does NOTNOTNOTNOT fit this definition – as we have a number of initiatives 
and actions in which we are currently involved! 

• The Kids Hope mentoring program is about to commence at Essex Heights Primary School, with 
James and some members of our congregation participating in this. 

• We are considering a series of ‘Hearing the hurt’ sessions to be held in the middle of this year. 
The aim of these will be to allow anyone feeling hurt by the actions of others and/or church 
organisations to voice their concerns, and be heard, in a supportive environment. The Bethel 
Centre has offered support and expertise, as necessary. 

• We continue to support the West Papuan Group and the Tent of Nations through our Social Justice 
Ministry Group. 

• A number of Church Council members attended The Port Phillip Presbytery Strategic Planning 
discussion, regarding possible directions for the Uniting Church in the future with the changing 
nature of church attendees, and ramifications for local congregations. 

Church Council personnel:Church Council personnel:Church Council personnel:Church Council personnel:    

• Joy Burman has relinquished her position on the Preschool Advisory Group. However, Joy is 
continuing to share her expertise with the Playgroup community. We thank Joy for her fifteen 
years of dedicated involvement with the Preschool. 

• We note with thanks Ron McCulloch's service to the Worship Ministry Group over many years, as 
Ron steps down from this involvement. Thank you, Ron. 

• The Pastoral Ministry Group has continued caring for those who have been ill, or had surgery, and 
their families. 

We recently celebrated the life of Norma Robinson, and give thanks for the long involvement at St Luke's 
from both Norma and Alan, who predeceased her. 

As a congregation, we celebrated two OBE's in February (see photos elsewhere in this edition). 

Our Fiesta is approaching, as this is written, and thanks must go to Geoff Swan and David Prince and their 
band of happy organisers who have marshalled us all and encouraged us into action! 

FFFFuture Dates:uture Dates:uture Dates:uture Dates:    

Easter Services – an open invitation is extended to attend services during Easter Week, including Good 
Friday and Easter Day. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on 3rd May at the conclusion of the morning worship service. 

 

We continue to appreciate the leadership and care the St Luke's families receive from James and Corrie, 
and pray God's blessing on you and your families. 

Eunice Magee
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God – beyond all space and time – and yet Our Father – closer to us than breathing, nearer than hands and 
feet. As we walk the Lenten road with Jesus, we are sad in the knowledge that our world, like the world of his 
day, would simply put him to death for his uncompromising goodness. So we come to you this morning with 
His prayer and make it our own. 

Hear us then Lord God, as we ask that your name may be kept Holy – that humankind may acknowledge that 
you are the one true God, the source of all wisdom and strength, beside whom the power and resources of 
this world and its people are weak and fallible. We pray that your church will keep your Holy name and the 
words and works of your Son ever before the eyes of the world – His message of peace and hope and love 
alive from generation to generation. 

May the Christian church of today continue to set standards of truth and integrity, rooting out any evil from 
within her ranks as uncompromisingly as Jesus threw the moneychangers out of the temple. May she speak 
out with Your voice against all who would exploit the young and the weak. May she pour her energies into 
bringing hope and light to the dark parts of the world where despair is the everyday lot of your children.  

God our Father, hear these our prayers that your will may be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

God, our Mother, give us this day our daily bread – the things we really need to live our lives as you would 
have us live. But from the comfort of our lives of plenty we pray for all those who are without food or clean 
water, without shelter or without love. May those who have the power to bring a more even distribution of 
wealth and care in our world be moved to see and to care and to act. 

Mother God, give them this day their daily bread. 

Compassionate and cleansing God – forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us and hear us as 
we pray for the nations of the world – that the ugly results of national and corporate and personal pride and 
greed may give way to a spirit of compromise and co-operation and care for the other. 

In our own land, we ask that the spirit of selfishness of ‘How am I doing?’ – of endless competition, might be 
replaced by a willingness to share, to ask first ‘How is she or he doing?’ ‘How is the earth doing?’. 

God of all Wisdom, may our leaders come to see the value of joining together to solve problems. Help them to 
place the true good of the people before political gain. 

May we, and those who govern us look to the way of Christ, know ourselves/themselves forgiven and, in 
gratitude, find ways to forgive and find answers in ways of peace and compromise. 

Forgive the sins of your people Lord God as we remember to look forgivingly at the other. 

Father God – as we pray that you will save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil – we pray for the 
millions who today are facing great trial and being overwhelmed by many evils. Deliver them we pray – from 
military force in the Ukraine, from the ideologically driven destruction of Isis in Syria and wherever terrorism 
lurks, from state-sanctioned murder in Indonesia, from the ill-treatment of women and girls in India, from the 
scourge of ebola in Africa. 

And Lord, deliver the others too, from the evil of addictive drugs or gambling, from domestic violence, from 
the confidence-sapping results of unemployment and the hurt of relationship breakdown. God, especially we 
pray for those who are in pain – that they will feel your comforting, strengthening, delivering touch. 

Compassionate God – deliver them all from evil. 

Great God – Our Father – we know that the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory are yours even now and forever. 
We ask that our lives will reflect the joy of this knowledge – that it may bubble through our living, be seen in 
our faces and our relationships with each other, be heard in our music and felt through our touch so that we 
may, in some small way, spread the message of Your Love as we go about our lives. 

And we leave these our prayers in your loving hands as we remember Him whom you sent to tell us that, with 
You, all things are possible, and as we repeat again and again the prayer that He left us … Our Father in 
Heaven … 

Amen 
Helen McGeorge

Prayer for Morning Worship, 3rd March, 2015 
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In February we had two worthy 
recipients of an OBE award. 

Yvonne Jeffs and Yvonne Stent 
celebrated with the members of 

the St Luke's family at morning 
coffee time after our morning 

worship service. 

Congratulations to you both, and 
we wish you many happy years 

ahead, with continuing good health 

and lots of fun! 
 

 

Two OBE s conferred at St Luke’sTwo OBE s conferred at St Luke’sTwo OBE s conferred at St Luke’sTwo OBE s conferred at St Luke’s    

Congratulations Margaret Clausen! 

 
Margaret received a Caroline Chisholm  
Award for exemplary contribution to  
volunteering in her community. 

Anna Burke, the Awards founder and  
Member for Chisholm, said that the  
Awards are a great way for our community  
to recognise the unsung local heroes who  
put in a tremendous amount of energy  
volunteering for others. 

Ashwood & Chadstone Community Newsletter
Summer 2024 edition
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Fiesta FunFiesta FunFiesta FunFiesta Fun    

Due to superb organisation by the Fiesta Committee, headed by 
Geoff Swan, David Prince, Amy Douglas, David Clark, Sumi  
(from Preschool), Sara Skinner, Don Sharp, Peter Shen and  
James Douglas, the Twilight Fiesta was a great success. Our thanks 
go to this committee and all the stallholders for their hard work. 
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What’s your score? 

  1 May get misdirected mail this season. Clausen 
  2 Specialist groomer for dogs in nearby suburb. Burman 
  3 St Luke’s hopes she doesn’t get her dad confused. Amy Douglas 
  4 Bird of a different feather in Europe. Swan 
  5 She’s jolly happy about menswear. Gay Taylor 
  6 I see a baby tells her she’s kind. Eunice Magee 
  7 They don’t have to leave home to acquire a tan. Lois & Kevin Brown 
  8 Activities program. Watson 
  9 Want more musical? Elaine Oliver 
10 ’E’s a useful chap. Andy Magee 
11 Making hairpieces in Scotland. McQuiggin 
12 We hope she didn’t shoot  # 4. Barbara Fowler 
13 Hardly indicates their generosity! Mizher 
14 Doubly confirms she likes being near water? Edna Deans 
15 Unlike #7, will probably only get weatherbeaten. Roger Browne 
16 Cure for a broken heart? Stent 
17 Surely would only answer nasty remarks this way! Rennus Crossley 
18 Why we couldn’t do anything that time in winter. June Bann 
19 Shrine in saint’s territory. Daphne Chapple 
20 In a seasonal wonderland. Clark 

Christine McCulloch

The Crazy Vine AnswersThe Crazy Vine AnswersThe Crazy Vine AnswersThe Crazy Vine Answers    
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The ONLY Australian manufacturer of frozen Australian grown vegetables (Simplot 
Australia) is not far from closing because a number of the other well-known Australian 
brands have moved their plants to New Zealand in order to capture the Chinese 
vegetable market where they market via New Zealand to Australian tables (without the 
food being labelled specifically as ChineseChineseChineseChinese) and Simplot is finding it hard to compete. 

This was shown on the program Landline on the ABC. 

SHOULD SIMPLOT CLOSE, THIS MEANS THAT NO AUSTRALIAN GROWN FROZEN VEGETABLES WILL 
BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AND WE WILL BE RELYING ON FROZEN FOOD GROWN TOTALLY OUTSIDE 
AUSTRALIA. 

For a number of reasons this is not a good situation. 

1. As most people know, other countries do not necessarily have the strict guidelines for 
growing their vegetables that Australia has and by buying Australian we can be sure that 
lethal chemicals that may be used in other countries will not be used on Australian 
vegetables. 

2. We would be losing Australians jobs. 

3. If ever the world became unstable regarding wartime we would not be able to feed ourselves 

It is imperative that we all support these Australian brands selling good Australian vegetable 
products (via Simplot): Birdseye and Edgell. 

Next time you shop, please think about the future of  Australian food.Next time you shop, please think about the future of  Australian food.Next time you shop, please think about the future of  Australian food.Next time you shop, please think about the future of  Australian food.    

Buy only Birdseye and Edgell 

This article has been circulated to encourage us to buy Australian grown foods. 

Early signs of later life 

Seen in the Herald Sun on Wednesday March 4, 2015. 

YESTERDAY we mentioned 

Barbara’s daughter, who 
cried on her first day of 
school because she didn’t 
want to go home. 

Barbara’s daughter is now in 

her 31st year of teaching. 

Now see if you can guess 
what occupation Peter’s 
sister, Ineke, embarked upon.

 ‘After attending church as 

a five-year-old,’ says Peter, 
‘Ineke came home and got 
a small wooden box to 
stand on and started 
“preaching” to anyone who 
would listen.’ 

‘Yes, Ineke has now been 

preaching for over 50 years 
as a Uniting Church 
minister.’ 


