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Listening Generously, Living in CommunityListening Generously, Living in CommunityListening Generously, Living in CommunityListening Generously, Living in Community    
(formerly just ‘Hearing the Hurt’) 

Since the last Messenger, in which the ‘Hearing the 
Hurt’ program was described, a lot has happened. One 
important change to our program has been the change 
of name to better reflect the positive outcomes the 
planning group is hoping to achieve. The program is 
growing and changing as it unfolds and as the group 
receives and reflects on feedback. 

During August, as part of our Listening Generously, 
Living in Community program, a substantial number of 
our congregation joined in Bible studies hosted in 
homes, looking at the book of Job and the ways Job’s 
story connects with our experience of suffering and our 
response to others’ suffering. My sincere thanks go to 
the hosts who sent out invitations, opened their homes 
and led the study. It’s been great to hear of people 
enjoying the study and asking when the next one is. 
It’s coming soon, but in the meantime there’s nothing 
to stop any of the groups from connecting up again 
over any book of the Bible you want to talk about.  

For those who couldn’t make the Bible study, or missed 
the three Job-oriented worship services, in a nutshell 
we were talking about four things: 

1. It’s important to acknowledge suffering. Job’s 
misfortunes come like hammer blows and we all 
know someone who has suffered what seems like 
just one thing after another. Job’s first speech is 
anguished (if a little over the top to our ears), 
revealing the depth of his heartache, and its impact 
on Job, though not the cause. 

2. It’s important to be present and to listen. Job’s 
friends hear of what happened to him, join him on 
the ash heap in his time of pain, realise there’s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

nothing they can say and sit with him in silence for 
7 days (a symbolic ‘perfect’ amount of time), 
allowing him to be the first to speak. 

3. Explanations don’t always help. Job’s friends want 
to find meaning in his suffering and spend a lot of 
time, and an increasingly harsh set of words, trying 
to help Job see why what happened to him was a 
punishment for his sins. What lay at the heart of 
their explanations, as with all ‘victim blaming’, was 
fear that if what happened to Job was random and 
that Job was powerless to prevent it, it could 
happen to them, too. We need to think about what 
we’re really doing when we try and find meaning 
for others’ suffering and reasons for God’s 
apparent action or inaction. 

4. God can take our anger. God can also take every 
other emotion we’re willing to dish out without 
being diminished or finding us unfaithful. 
Throughout the speeches Job makes, there is 
anger and frustration with God – an overwhelming 
sense of the unfairness of his situation and a deep 
desire to ‘have it out’ with God and bring God to 
some kind of account. God’s speeches make clear 
that God can’t be judged as a ‘peer’, and Job 
chooses to relinquish his anger and indignation 
and accept that some things are beyond 
explaining. God tells Job’s friends that Job was 
right, validating Job’s emotional response and his 
right to question God’s actions. 

My hope, and the hope of the planning group is that 
these insights into Job’s story will inform our own 
response to suffering in others and ourselves, and that 
as a congregation we can learn to listen generously to 
one another and enhance our living in community. 
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As part of the planned Listening Generously, Living in 
Community process, there will be a ‘Hearing the Hurt’ 
worship service on the 18th October, in which people 
from the community who have been hurt by the church 
will be invited to symbolically offer their hurt to be 
heard and for us as a congregation to offer our ‘sorry’ 
for the hurt they’ve suffered (by church, we mean any 
church, not just St Luke’s, though St Luke’s people are 
invited into the process, too). To enable the hurts to 
be actually heard, there will be small group and 
individual listening sessions offered, in which people 
can be listened to generously without explanations and 
their emotional responses accepted without judgement.  

The planning group is also arranging other activities as 
part of the program and these will be advertised as the 
year continues. I want to publicly express my thanks to 
the planning group – David and Corrie Symington, 
Heather Spurling, Katrina Dowling, Helen McGeorge and 
Eunice Magee – for their work in planning the program 
and arranging the Bible studies and services, as well as 
the future events. I also want to acknowledge the help 
of the Pastoral Care Ministry Group in arranging the 
lists of people for the Bible studies and approaching 
people to be hosts.  

I’m excited by the way our congregation has responded 
to the Listening Generously, Living in Community 
program so far and I look forward to the upcoming 
elements of the program.  
 
St Luke’s ConfidentialSt Luke’s ConfidentialSt Luke’s ConfidentialSt Luke’s Confidential    
Recently, as part of mandatory professional 
development, I attended Code of Ethics training on 
Confidentiality. As a group, 15 ministers worked 
through both the UCA’s Code of Ethics as well as some 
of the Privacy Legislation, using case studies to help 
with application. It can all sound like a massive exercise 
in bureaucracy, or unnecessary political correctness,  
 

but in essence it’s about making sure people have 
control over their personal information. One of the 
places we see the largest impact of privacy legislation 
in the life of the church is in pastoral care. Information 
about someone’s medical history or present condition 
is considered ‘personal’ under the legislation and so is 
subject to that person’s control. Practically, this means 
that if someone tells us they’re going to hospital, we 
should have their permission (or if a family member 
tells us, the family member’s permission) to share that 
information with members of the congregation before 
we tell anyone in the congregation. St Luke’s people 
are pretty good about this. The quickest and simplest 
way of getting that permission is to ask for it as soon 
as we hear from the person or their family – ‘Would it 
be OK to tell the congregation about this?’ – this also 
lets the person know that you’re offering the support 
of the congregation. Most times people will say yes, 
but asking the question empowers the person to limit 
the amount that’s told, or to confide in us with 
confidence.  

The ‘Would it be OK to tell the congregation about 
this?’ question can be applied to pretty much any 
personal information someone gives us – bad or good. 
By consistently checking with people about sharing 
their personal information we build trust, deepening 
the connections between us and providing for 
ourselves a clear boundary between personal and 
congregational pastoral care. Consistently asking the 
question also enables us to answer the question 
honestly – if we’re not ready to deal with people’s calls 
and concern we can limit the sharing of our 
information, and if we’re looking for support and 
connection we can share fully. By continuing to pay 
attention to the boundaries of confidentiality, we can 
enhance the life of our congregation and make our 
community a safe and welcoming place. 

James 

 

Sixty Years in 
Australia 

Andy Magee migrated to 
Australia sixty years ago. 

We were happy to help him 
celebrate this occasion on  
13th September. 

Many thanks to Aldyth and  
her band of helpers for the  
very special display! 
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From the Church CouncilFrom the Church CouncilFrom the Church CouncilFrom the Church Council    

Minds are like parachutes,Minds are like parachutes,Minds are like parachutes,Minds are like parachutes,    
they only function when they are open.they only function when they are open.they only function when they are open.they only function when they are open.    

                                                                                    Thomas Dewar  

At St Luke's we like to think we are people with open minds for new approaches and ideas. 

The Kids Hope program and the Listening Generously discussions are possibly a demonstration of the ability of  
St Luke's to attempt new activities. 

We thank all who have participated, and continue to do so, in these.  

We have enjoyed the Musical Worship service, and the combined worship service with the RCCC since the last 
edition of the Messenger. 

Whilst the majority of the Church Council has remained in their elected positions, the Church Council Ministry 
groups have had some changes recently. We thank all Church Councillors for their quiet working behind the 
scenes. This enables St Luke's to maintain a profile in the Essex Heights community. 

Gavin Faichney has been seconded for the remainder of the election year, as convenor of the Property Ministry 
Group. We are happy to welcome him to the Council. 

Ian Jobling has been part of the Finance Ministry Group for many years, and has resigned from this position.  
We thank Ian for his willingness to be involved, his wisdom and sound advice. Thank you, Ian – we wish you well 
in the future. 

Some forward dates to put in your diary: 

Pre-school service 25th October 

Playgroup Bazaar 13th November 

Stewardship November (To be finalised) 

Corrie and James have continued to care for us all – with pastoral issues and reflections to challenge us. We pray 
God's love and care for you both, and your families. 

Eunice Magee

Musical Worship Service 
We were fortunate to be able to celebrate 
the musical abilities of St Luke's, with a 
special music based worship service 
recently. 
Thank you to all involve for sharing your 
talents with us! 
We enjoyed the musical experiences you 
shared. 
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Sunday 23rd August was a special occasion for music in 
worship at St Luke’s. I found myself spending time with 
the young and young at heart talking about my 
experience as a choirboy in Scotland a long time ago.  

During World War 2 my parents decided to evacuate my 
brother and me from our hometown of Dumbarton on 
Clydeside to Ayr on the west coast, to keep us safe 
from the German bombs expected to be dropped on 
Clydeside, an important centre of the shipbuilding 
industry in Britain. 

We lived in digs with a Miss Matthews and her aunt, 
enrolled in the primary school at Ayr Academy and 
joined the choir at nearby Scottish Episcopal Church, 
Holy Trinity. We attended worship on Sunday mornings 
and Evensong in the evenings. I still remember the 
stillness and peace of the evening and the beauty of 
the singing and the prayers. 

I found my voice. At the end of my solo performance at 
a school concert my friend Kenneth overheard a 
teacher say to my teacher that I was a show-off. My 
teacher Miss Crawford said in response, ‘No. He was 
just nervous’. 

Back in Dumbarton after a couple of years in Ayr I 
attended Dumbarton Academy for a short time, then 
Glasgow Academy. My singing teacher, Miss McMurdo, 
who came to our house, taught me to breathe from my 
diaphragm (I didn’t know I had one). I sang solos at 
church functions, at school, on air at the BBC, after 
lunch on Christmas Day with family and friends (while 
the dads fell asleep), and also in competitions in 
Glasgow and Edinburgh. Mr Fraser, the organist at  
St Peter’s Episcopal Church in Edinburgh, ‘discovered’ 
me, and invited me to sing with the choir at his church. 
It happened to be where my grandmother and aunts 
attended, and following my first visit I was asked to 
join the choir at St Peter’s whenever we visited our 
Edinburgh family. My best memory is singing ‘Hear my 
prayer’ and ‘O for the wings of a dove’ with the choir, 
augmented by choristers from the Cathedral.  

My mother also tried to persuade me to learn to play 
the piano as an accompaniment to my singing by 
offering to give me sixpence for every hymn tune I 
learned to play. I gained just enough experience of 
piano playing to be asked to join the organists at  
St Luke’s many years later.  

My singing days were over when my voice broke, 
because I was told not to sing for two years after that, 
something to do with looking after the vocal cords. 

 

 

 

 

However, some years ago I was encouraged to join the 
St Luke’s choir, and Alan Robinson told me ‘You are a 
tenor’! 

I also played the violin from the age of eight until my 
University years when I was a second violin in the 
Glasgow University Orchestra. 

How did I get from Scotland to Mount Waverley? 
Probably a mixture of reasons. During the 1960s in the 
UK many people seemed to feel that tomorrow would 
be worse than today. If you met any Australians they 
felt that life would be better tomorrow. When Christine 
and I arrived in Melbourne in 1968 we were welcomed 
by Scots Church, especially by Rev. Gordon Powell and 
by the Misses Martin, and later when we came to live in 
Mount Waverley by Rev. Allan Thomson and the 
Congregation of St Luke’s. 

If you were present at St Luke’s on Sunday 23rd August 
this year you will have heard my talk to the young 
people, and then a boy’s voice singing ‘Rosebud, –
rosebud, rosebud red’ and ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ recorded 
in Scotland after the end of World War 2. 

Music in our St Luke’s services is for me, and no doubt 
for most if not all of the congregation, a vital part of 
worshipping God. Singing the old hymns and the new is 
something we really enjoy. And I remember years ago 
walking up to the organ before playing at a service 
feeling a bit nervous. As I passed Norman Faichney, 
sitting in a pew, he would look up and say ‘Good music, 
Ron’. 

Ron McCulloch 
 

My Musical Journey  
from Scotland to Mt Waverley 
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Tent of NatTent of NatTent of NatTent of Nationsionsionsions 

The latest letter from Daoud: 
 

Tent of Nations Farm
People Building Bridges

5 September, 2015
Dear Friends, 

It has been a while since you’ve last heard from us but we are still here working hard to achieve 
justice. We would like to share with you the latest news about the Tent of Nations farms including 
the legal situation, the challenges on the ground, and our hope to keep moving forward in a very 
difficult political reality. 

Political Situation 
The political situation is getting more difficult. Land confiscation is going on and on for building 
new settlements and/or expanding the existing ones. The wall is continuing to be built, especially 
now in the Bethlehem area, and is separating farmers from their own land. The settlements 
around the Tent of Nations farm are also expanding, making the Palestinian villages more 
isolated.  

According to The Settlement Watch article published on 23 July 2015: “The Sub-Committee for 
Settlements for the Higher Planning Committee of the military’s civil administration met on 22 
July 2015 and approved the construction of a religious school (Yeshiva) near the Neve Daniel 
Settlement, which will be a short walk away from the Tent of Nations, near where the road is 
blocked. If this would happen, the Tent of Nations would become more isolated, which means 
more challenges for us. 

Land Process 
Last February, the Supreme Court sent our case again to the Military Committee and the latter 
demanded us to start a new process of re-registering our land. We had to prepare the documents 
and a new land survey. The application was submitted on 20 April 2015.  We now are still waiting 
for an answer. 

Recently, we received another demolishing order for a cistern. It is a frustrating situation for us, 
especially when we see that while the settlements around us are expanding, we have difficulties 
and restrictions working on our own land that we have owned since 1916. 

We also heard that the new trees that we planted have been threatened to be uprooted and we are 
trying to stop that legally. We have to keep believing that, at the end, justice will prevail. 
We will keep you updated regarding any urgent development about the land issue as well as the 
building of the new religious school close to the road block. Please do not take any action unless 
you hear from us. We will inform you if, when, and what kind of actions are needed. 

Agricultural Development 
During the winter months, we prepared a big area of land and planted it with trees. We are glad 
that we were able to plant 4,000 new trees and replaced the ones that were destroyed last year. 
We will keep planting trees as a sign of hope for a better future. 
We are watering the newly planted trees once a week just to keep some humidity in the ground so 
that the trees survive the hot months. We might have to buy water. 
We already prepared another area of land for future tree planting. Our plan is to plant 3,000 
grape trees this coming October. We want to be able to produce more grape juice and syrup.  
By increasing the farm production, our goal is to make the farm self-sustainable. 
Special thanks to all people who sponsored or/and planted trees. Thank you so much in helping to 
keep hope alive. 
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Usually, in June, we have the apricot and the apple harvest, but because of the destruction of our 
fruit trees last May, this year we did not have a harvest. In July, we had the almond harvest but it 
was a bad harvest this year. As of 4 September 2015, it is the last day of the grape harvest. We are 
making jam and grape syrup out of the grapes. The fig harvest is still going on in September, and 
at the end of October we will have the olive harvest. Our farm shop will be full of products from 
the farm. We are very excited for this. 

Special thanks to all volunteers who came from different countries and helped us during the 
harvest season. 

We began developing better infrastructure for the animals. A new fence is being built around the 
animal farm. We hope to buy more chickens, goats, and sheep to increase the productivity, but 
also for other purposes, especially during our children summer camps. 

Infrastructure 
Energy: 
Last Spring, we expanded our solar energy system; new panels were installed as well as a new 
invertor. Now the system is producing 10 KW of electricity, which is enough for now. The only 
thing is that we couldn’t add new batteries to the existing old ones but we will wait until the 
old ones have to be replaced in order to buy more new batteries.  
Still, we have a plan to install small windmills for generating electricity and to charge the 
batteries during the night. After we stopped using our Diesel generator in 2009, we managed 
to save more than $45,000 USD for fuel expenses. Special thanks to all sponsors who helped 
in this project that made the farm in terms of energy completely independent. 
Water: 
Each year, we increased our rain water collection capacity in order to have enough water for 
agriculture. We are working now on increasing our water collection capacity in order to 
become independent in terms of water. 

We renovated a new cave to be used to host more volunteers on the farm. In addition, a new 
tent in the valley, a sitting place, and an outside kitchen are being developed. 
We are still working on renovating the new community room for volunteers. Children from the 
summer camp in July decorated the walls with mosaics and wonderful paintings. 

The filtration system and biofuel project have not yet been completed. Those kinds of projects 
will help the farm to be self-sustainable. 

The Children’s Summer Camp July 2015 
From the 20th til 31st July, we had our fourteenth children summer camp under the title: ‘With 
Heart and Hand, We Change the Land’.  We had 25 international and local volunteers who 
worked with the Bethlehem-area children. The Brass for Peace group also participated and 
children made music on brass instruments. With this camp, and through creative workshops, our 
goal was to let the children discover their talents, focus on their positives, and believe that they 
are able to shape their futures. 

On the last day of the camp, we invited the parents and friends to see what their kids had done 
during the summer camp. Children were showing their parents around and the parents were 
encouraged by their children. Special thanks to all volunteers who came and helped in making 
our children summer camp very successful. 

Bent Al Reef Women’s Project 
The Bent Al Reef Women’s project finished its year in the beginning of June.  It was great to see 
the fruits of the work that Jihan and other volunteers had done.  The women took English and 
computer classes, as well as art workshops. They also worked on recycling plastic bags and 
crocheting them into purses, bags, and baskets. They made recycled broken glass into stained art 
pieces. The hope is to raise more awareness about environmental issues and to encourage those 
women to be active in taking better care of the environment. 

The project will start again from 7 September 2015 after three months of summer break. 
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‘The best way to give support to the East Timorese people is to go and  
visit them.’ Chris said this to me about four years ago, he knew I have  
had a great interest in East Timor for the past 40 years. 

Chris, a former Jesuit priest for 25 years and with many years of  
experience in Indonesia and East Timor, was the leader of our group  
of nine people who spent a fortnight in East Timor in early July. Some  
members of St Luke's have attended theatre nights and/or worked at the  
Opportunity Shop to help raise funds for East Timor through our group  
known as Monash Friends of Vemasse. 

There are many friendship groups and various schools who raise money  
to support East Timor. Five of our group, Heather, Tom, Kerry, Gillian  
and myself represented the Monash Friends of Vemasse group, and two  
others namely, Chris and Ursula, represented the Friends of Baucau group. Lyn was from the Friends of Ossouala and 
Cecily, a journalist from New Zealand, came along to learn more about East Timor. Cecily has written an excellent 
report about our trip and I will be pleased to lend it to anyone. 
 

Guest Groups and Volunteers 
Between March and August 2015, we welcomed many volunteers from different countries who 
came to spend some time helping on different projects. A special thanks to all who came and 
offered their time to help. 
Last week we had to say goodbye to Johannes and Simon from Germany who spent a year on the 
farm living in a cave. We appreciate the presence and the help of volunteers very much. 

Volunteers are always welcome to come and help. For more information about volunteering at the 
Tent of Nations, please check our website at http://www.tentofnations.org.  

In the last months, many visitors came to see the Tent of Nations, to hear its story and challenges 
but also to learn about hope in action. It is encouraging to see the number of visitor groups 
increasing. 
Thank to everyone who came to visit the Tent of Nations and learn about the work we are doing. 

Upcoming 
On the 20 October 2015, we will start the olive harvest and we are expecting some new volunteers 
to help with the harvest. 
At the end of October, we will start planting 3000 new grape trees. Volunteers are welcome to 
come and help in planting. 

From 9–12 May 2016, we will be having our 100 Years Celebration, which will commemorate a 
100 years of Nassar family presence on the land. Friends are welcome to come and join us for a 
week of celebrations, which will include various activities, field trips, and workshops.  
We will be sending out an invitation very soon. For more information, please check our website 
http://www.tentofnations.org, and our Facebook page: Tent of Nations/Nassar Farm.  

We would love to see you here! 

Finally, we would like to thank you all for your prayers, support, and solidarity. 

Blessings and Salaam, 
 
Daoud Nassar 
Tent of Nations – People Building Bridges 
dnassar@tentofnations.org 
 

My East Timor ExperienceMy East Timor ExperienceMy East Timor ExperienceMy East Timor Experience 
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East Timor (known as Timor Leste by the local people) 
is only a one and a quarter hour’s flight from Darwin. 
It’s land mass is 5,400 square miles and has a 
population of 1.283 million. The capital, Dili, has a land 
mass of 48.27 km. A quarter of East Timor’s population 
lives in Dili. 

East Timor consists of 13 districts and 149 villages 
have been built up to two years ago. The plan is for 
442 villages to be completed by 2017. The 
Government is spending US$300 million over eight 
years as part of a process of decentralisation to involve 
its 442 villages in self-governance and development. 
Each village receives between $40,000 to $70,000 
annually to develop systems for growing assets.(1) 

I believe that to understand the life of the East 
Timorese people, it is important to look at their history, 
especially over the past 40 years. 

East Timor was a Portugese colony from mid-1600s to 
1975. With very little warning the Portugese in 1975 
decided to relinquish all responsibilities without 
instituting any system of self-governance.(2) East Timor 
then declared independence and within months 
neighbouring Indonesia invaded East Timor killing one 
third of the population. Many of the young East 
Timorese formed a resistance force using the land’s 
rugged terrain to combat the invaders tanks.(3) 
Australians no doubt remember the murder of five of 
its news reporters by the military at Baliboa in 1975.  

Fighting continued till 1998, when the Indonesian 
President, Yusaf Habibe, allowed a referendum and 
there was an overwhelming vote for independence. 
Indonesia’s last act of revenge was to load up their fire 
trucks with petrol, then spray and burn as many 
villages as possible. 

Xnana Gusmao became East Timor’s first president in 
2002 and well-known activist Jose Ramos Horta was the 
next president from 2007–2012. 

On our second day in East Timor we were taken to the 
Santa Cruz cemetery and we were reminded that in 
1991, 250 children were murdered when they tried to 
escape the military by fleeing into the cemetery. We 
were also taken to the nearby prison and were told that 
20 prisoners at a time were herded into cells with no 
windows, just pitch black. I measured one cell, about 
three square metres – 20 people could not sit down in 
such a small area. As we came out of the prison, 
greatly shocked, we were confronted with two big wall 
hangings of about six feet. One showed a demonstrator 
in a crowd holding up a sign. Underneath the banner 
was written ‘17.5 years imprisonment’. The other wall 
hanging showed a person in military uniform firing 
three bullets into the chest of the demonstrator and 
underneath was written ‘17.5 months imprisonment’. I 

find it hard to accept that people are capable of being 
so ruthless and cruel to each other. 

We spent six nights in Dili, six nights in Baucau and 
one night at an island resort at Atouro, staying in guest 
houses which were quite comfortable with air 
conditioning in the bedrooms – thank goodness! I 
realised we were in luxury conditions compared with 
the poverty around us. The temperature in East Timor 
was approx. 30º on most days and it was very humid – 
no wonder I felt rather listless – and the air 
conditioners were really appreciated. 

Dili was a town of opposites – there were huge 
buildings for the embassies, some of the government 
buildings were large and there were also a few shops. 
It seemed strange with all of the poverty around. 
Outside the town most goods are sold at the side of 
the road on trestles or tables. 

The East Timorese people were wonderful, always 
greeting us with big smiles and warm handshakes. Our 
tour leader was Julio and I had plenty of discussions 
with him. He told me he was 11 years old at the time of 
children's massacre in 1991. He believed that East 
Timor’s greatest problem was not starvation (as I 
thought) but people had little or no money. Most 
villages grow their own food. 

We were driven everywhere in three four-wheel drives 
which was the safest form of transport on the rough 
roads. Motor scooters, trucks, four-wheel drive vehicles 
and small buses were the main transport. The buses 
were quite a sight, they seated about eight people but 
about 20 more travelled on them lying on the roof, 
hanging out of windows and doors. Seatbelts in any 
vehicles – you have got to be joking! 

The road between Dili and Baucau (second biggest 
town) was bitumen but only just, potholes everywhere, 
but our drivers were excellent. I felt more comfortable 
sitting in the back seat as if I was in the front I would 
see stray dogs, goats, pigs, as well as very little 
children wandering on the roads. Sometimes the driver 
would have to stop to crawl gradually over a pot hole 
or when a vehicle came the other way. Unlike the roads 
the scenery was beautiful, just like the people.  

Our three drivers, Jocco, Piko and Mouzinho, played a 
very important part in our trip. Not only were they 
excellent drivers but such friendly people who could 
not do enough to help us, getting us in and out of the 
cars and even rushing to take my hands when I was 
walking very cautiously down slopes – greatly 
appreciated but embarrassing for me. 

Baucau had just a few small shops and some bigger 
buildings but mainly small village houses with walls of 
either timber or concrete. Many of the houses had 
thatched roofs. Most goods were sold at the side of the 
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road. We were taken to a few small villages, known as 
sukos on very rough roads. Occasionally we would 
come across a community centre, about the size of our 
Halls 1 and 2 at St Luke's. Villagers gather there 
periodically to meet each other. Each village had a 
leader known as a chefe who would be responsible for 
decision-making in the group of villages. 

Sometime we would come across a large concrete 
building, often painted in a bright colour. It was also a 
meeting place of the people and was known as the 
Catholic Church. Inside were the trappings of a Catholic 
Church, cost obviously no problem. It all seemed 
ridiculous to me that the church can be spending so 
much money on itself amongst the poverty all around. 

Electricity can be used by 79% of East Timor but so 
many people cannot be connected to it as they have 
little money to afford it. 

Much of our time was spent at meetings with various 
government officials, chefes, administrators and 
teachers at the school in Vemasse. All meetings took at 
least twice as long as normal because everything had 
to be translated into the local language of Tetun or 
translated to English. At every meeting we would go 
around the group and introduce ourselves. At our 
meeting in Vemasse where 17 people attended, it took 
one and a half hours to do the introductions, then after 
lunch the meeting went for a further three hours. Our 
group learnt so much at these meetings and we were 
able to establish how we could communicate more 
easily with each other in the future. 

The Monash Friends of Vemasse have been supporting 
volunteer teachers at the Government school in 
Vemasse for the past seven years. The school we 
supported had approximately 200 junior students and 
200 senior students. The Year 7, 8, and 9 students 
started school at 8.00 am and finished at 1.00 pm, and 
the Year 10, 11, and 12 students started at 1.30 pm 
and finished at 5.45 pm. It was great to see the school 
as we had only seen photos in the past. The children 
looked immaculate in their uniforms. I don't know how 
the uniforms looked so neat and tidy when one 
considers the size of the homes they lived in and there 
would not be washing machines or irons. 

The teachers and students at the Vemasse school 
made us very welcome and we were given seats in front 
of the blackboard. The classroom was packed and 
many faces appeared at the windows. We presented 
the school with soccer balls, soccer shirts and pens and 
they presented to each of us a beautiful tais (like a 
scarf). After some speeches (translated), a small 
group of children danced for us, then the whole school 
joined in dancing and we joined in as well. It was a 
wonderful occasion I will always remember. 

The craft and basket work produced mainly by the East 
Timorese women is magnificent, and we were so 
thankful to each be given a tais. We bought many craft 
items at a craft shop in Dili the day before we came 
home and the colourful bags, purses and basket ware 
have been a special reminder to us of the beautiful 
work they have produced as well as the many friendly 
people we met. 

The East Timorese people have been through terrible 
experiences in the past 40 years and have proceeded 
strongly to being an independent nation. We are 
fortunate at St Luke's to have opportunities to find out, 
without any assistance from the media, about East 
Timor and West Papua. The West Papuans have gone 
down the same road as the East Timorese, they have 
wanted independence since the 1960s and have had to 
suffer the consequences of being murdered, tortured 
and raped – things we cannot imagine. Let us not 
forget the Tent of Nations and the continual threat of 
Israeli forces wanting to take over their farm, which 
legally belongs to the Nassar family. 

I believe the mission of the church is to be with the 
oppressed, poor and downtrodden and to give 
continued support. 

I feel privileged to have visited East Timor and my life 
has much more meaning after leaving my home 
comforts and being challenged, and to realise how 
affluent I am compared with people living in poverty 
and to be thankful for what I have. 
References (1) (2) (3) – Cecily McNeill 
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Fun@Five Sleep-Over 

The Fun@Five sleep-over held recently at St Luke’s was fun and exciting. 
Amy Douglas had organised some fun games for us to play. We all had a  
delicious dinner prepared by Amy. Joan and Kevin Bumpstead and Heather  
Molinia also helped out a lot with the catering and behind the scenes.  
After dinner we put down our yoga mats and sleeping bags on the hall floor,  
snuggled down and watched Mr Poper’s Penguins until very late. It was hilarious. 
Anthony and Lauren’s blow-up double mattress almost went as high as the ceiling. It was like something  
out of the Princess and the Pea.  
Not much sleep was had, as all the Dads snored their heads off and the kids laughed and laughed and 
laughed. It was one of the most fun nights of my life. We all slept in to at least 6.30 am (sorry Amy).  
Then we had pancakes for breakfast. 
Thanks everyone for joining in for such huge fun. It is great to get to know your friends better.  
We are looking forward to the next Fun@Five adventure. 

Eliza, Penny & Kyle Hayes – F@F family 

Little bit of nonsenseLittle bit of nonsenseLittle bit of nonsenseLittle bit of nonsense    

Three boys are in the schoolyard bragging 
about their fathers. 

The first schoolboy says: ‘My dad scribbles a 
few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a 

poem and they give him $50.’ 

The second boy continues: ‘That’s nothing. My 
dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, 

he calls it a song and they give him $100.’ 

The third boy says: ‘I got you both beat. My 
dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, 
he calls it a sermon and it takes eight people 

to collect all the money.’ 

Herald/Sun 
 

Sammy stamp 
Keep saving your stamps, they are needed as supplies 
collected from the CBD continue to shrink. Spread the word 
and get as many people as possible saving them. Sales for 
this year to early August are about $16,374. 

Thank you.                                                            Lois Brown


