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Minister’s Message
Welcoming Spring

the author of Luke is framing this story for the church
community, which the disciples often represent in their
questions and reactions. Jesus wakes, tells the wind and
waves to stop, then asks the disciples why they had so
little faith. Rather than see Jesus as expressing great
power, we’re invited to consider that Jesus is connecting
with the wisdom, the inner impulse that governs the
storm. Jesus sees the wisdom in the storm and knows
how to move that wisdom to produce calm. While Jesus
chides the disciples for lacking faith, he doesn’t
abandon them, nor does he refuse to respond to their
fear. Importantly, he doesn’t prevent the storm so he
can get a good nap, nor does he shield the disciples
from the danger of the natural world. Rather, Jesus
invites faith in him, whatever may be happening around
us, and through his connection with the forces of nature
invites us to connect with the wisdom of the storm;
welcoming spring whatever weather it may bring, and
giving thanks to God who is known in wild storms or a
sound of sheer silence.

Last Sunday we celebrated our third Season of Creation
service – Storm Sunday. Each Season of Creation
Sunday invites us to explore and celebrate our
connection to creation and God’s role in creation. In
Michael Leunig’s excellent Common Prayer Collection, he
offers the wonderful prayer on this page.
The writers of the Season of Creation materials invite
reflection on this natural miracle as experienced in
storms (some of which have been wreaking havoc in the
east and west of our state as Spring progresses): ‘In the
Old Testament God is sometimes depicted as coming in
a storm. Psalm 29 is a bold portrayal of the Lord as a
storm God. In this Psalm the thunder of the storm is the
voice of God. That voice is so powerful it causes ocean
waters to rage, the mighty cedar trees of Lebanon to
break and forests to be stripped bare. God’s thundering
voice also causes lightning to appear as flashes of
consuming fire. God’s voice can be a devastating power
on Earth; in response the beings in the heavenly temple
above respond with their own ‘gloria’!’

James Douglas

The obvious question is are we as Christians today,
expected to view storms in the same way? Do we
conceive of God coming to destroy, to demonstrate
power, to punish or to intimidate mortals? Or does the
message of the Gospel give us a new insight into the
nature of God’s presence? Does Christ stilling the storm
point to a different way of relating God and storms?

Dear God,
We celebrate spring’s returning and the
rejuvenation of the natural world. Let us be moved
by this vast and gentle insistence that goodness shall
return, that warmth and life shall succeed, and help
us to understand our place within this miracle. Let
us see that as a bird now builds its nest, bravely,
with bits and pieces, so we must build human faith.
It is our simple duty; it is the highest art; it is our
natural and vital role within the miracle of spring:
the creation of faith.
Amen

In the account in Luke’s gospel, Jesus is asleep in the
boat when the wind picks up and the waves start
washing over the sides, leading the disciples to panic.
Of course, the disciples are principally fishermen who
would have known the weather patterns of the lake as
well as the appropriate response to a storm (hint – it
isn’t panic). In his depiction of the disciples’ anxiety,
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From the Church Council
Our Church Council membership has been stable for some time, with everyone working together with
enthusiasm and energetic support for each other. However, we're reluctantly saying ‘Thank you’ to our
Worship Ministry Group convenor, Joy Burman. Joy has been involved in numerous St Luke's activities,
including Worship Ministry Group, Preschool, Playgroups, Fun @ Five, Social Justice Ministry group,
study groups, the walking group and small group situations.
Joy and Peter have been part of the fundraising volunteers, assisting in sausage sizzles, Fetes and
Fiestas. Peter has sung with the choir, assisted with morning worship and also been a member of the
Social Justice Ministry group. They will both be greatly missed at St Luke’s. Their energy, ideas and
dedication cannot be understated. We thank them for sharing their skills and friendship with us, and
wish them much happiness in their new residence – but hope they will visit St Luke’s often!
Allan Clausen has served as one of St Luke’s representatives on the Inter-Church Council for many
years, and has decided to relinquish this activity. We thank Allan for raising our awareness of the InterChurch activities in the Waverley area through his regular sharing of news and communication.
For some time, there has been a vacancy for a St Luke’s representative on the Preschool Parent
Advisory Committee, and we are pleased to announce that Cathy Bateman has accepted this position.
This was ratified at the September Church Council meeting.
In future, the Messenger will be circulated on-line, and there will still be hard copies available for those
who would prefer this method. As always, thanks to Ann Langley as editor of the Messenger.
Our worship services have been greatly enriched with our talented musical team – Katrina Dowling, Clare
Chadderton, Saku Thiagarajah and Michael Watkins. We appreciate their assistance in making worship
meaningful for us all.
James and Corrie continue to provide spiritual support, love and care for us all; and we ask for God's
continuing blessing on them and their families.

Eunice Magee

Cluster News
For the past five to six years the Uniting Churches in Waverley area – High Street Road, St John’s, St Mark’s,
St Luke’s and Mulgrave (Wanda Street) have been involved in a cluster group. The group was formed with
the aim of sharing communication, information and resources across neighbouring congregations. Much
co-operation and support has occurred, e.g. assistance between HSR and St Luke’s at the Hilltop market and
our Fete/Fiestas; the Adult Growth and Development Groups have combined for study purposes, public
forums and visiting speakers on many topics. St John’s have recently been included in this group; and the
Social Justice Groups from HSR and St Luke's have also included St John’s in their planning recently. The
Social Justice Groups have organised speakers and fund raising activities to support particular causes.
An annual combined service involving all congregations has been a feature in the last few years.
St John’s in currently without a parish minister and Rev. Julie Ross from HSR has taken responsibility for
preaching and some pastoral care at St John's, leaving Rev. Scott Finlay to maintain the ministerial activities
at HSR.
On 16 August 2016, a committee was formed, with three representatives from HSR and St John’s to form a
closer collaboration across the two churches. Discussions and some planning has taken place.
The Mt Waverley/Chadstone Cluster Group will remain in the original format, sharing ideas and supporting
various activities in the future.
St Luke’s will remain part of the Cluster, continuing with our community activities and upholding God’s
presence in the Essex Heights area, and witnessing to the St Luke’s families with our usual care and loving
support.

Eunice Magee
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Had a good idea?
Detailed proposal in writing to Church Council

Referred to appropriate Ministry Group(s)

Ministry Group(s) bring
recommendation to C.C.

Further information
required

Church Council decision.
Proposal presented to congregation if
required.

Proposal continues to completion
OR

Placed on planning list for action
at appropriate time

Congregation to be informed at regular intervals, if a major
project is undertaken.

3

Book Reviews
In recent weeks, three NewTestament Commentaries by Brendan Byrne have been added to St Luke’s
library. Brendan Byrne, SJ, is professor of New Testament at Jesuit Theological College, Parkville, Victoria.
A member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission and Fellow of the Australian Academy of the Humanities,
he is editor in chief of the theological journal Pacifica.
such as the infancy stories, Jesus at Nazareth, Jesus in
the house of Simon, the Good Samaritan, Martha and
Mary, the banquet in 14:1-35, the Prodigal Son, Jesus’
visit to the tax collector Zacchaeus, the institution of the
Eucharist, and the Emmaus event.’
While written at quite
separate stages of his
apostolic career and very
different in tone, Paul’s
two letters (one to the
Galatians, the other to the
Romans) ‘unite in
projecting above all a
common Vision of God as a
God of grace. Both call for
a human response of faith
and love, from which will
flow a Christian life lived in
freedom and hope. This
commentary brings out these positive emphases in
Galatians and Romans, while also remaining sensitive to
the part these letters have played in divisions between
Protestants and Catholics, on the one hand, and
Christian caricature of Judaism, on the other. The aim is
to clarify and shed light where Paul can be obscure as
well as to bring out the full riches of his powerful
presentation of the Good News for the life of believers
today.’ – Book Depository
The Origins of Left Behind
Eschatology has an
intriguing title, to say the
least. The Author of this
book, David Malcolm
Bennett was born in
England during WW2,
became a bookseller and
moved to Australia in 1973.
He has been writing
seriously since 1985 and
now writes fulltime. David
has the degrees B.Th and
M.Th (with merit) through
the Australian College of
Theology and a PhD from
the University of Queensland.

The Book Depository
reviewer has this to say
about Lifting the Burden …
‘Judgment is a focal point for
many interpreters of
Matthew. To some people,
God is seen as a server and
helper to those in need, but
to others He is seen as
judging and accessible only
to the elite. The burden of
impending judgment can be
a heavy load to carry, but
does it need to be? Selecting
passages from Matthew, Brendan Byrne demonstrates
an awareness of Jesus as one who lightens humanity's
burdens rather than adding to them. Lifting the Burden
contains methods of interpretation that are sensitive to
the concerns of Christianity and Judaism as it focuses on
the elements of the Gospel that balance the importance
of judgment and view it within a larger context.’
We at St Luke’s, may find the second of this trio of
books – Hospitality of God particularly interesting. The
Book Depository reviewer again: ‘Luke portrays the life
and ministry of Jesus as a divine “visitation” to the
world, seeking hospitality. The One who comes as visitor
and guest becomes host and offers a hospitality in
which the entire world can become truly human, be at
home, and know salvation
in the depths of their
hearts. In this new edition
of The Hospitality of God,
Brendan Byrne, SJ,
provides to-the-point
commentary on those
parts of Luke's gospel that
bring home to people a
sense of the extravagance
of God’s love for them.

The Hospitality of God
approaches Luke’s gospel
through the interpretive
key of “hospitality”. It
looks at the gospel as a whole, yet lingers upon scenes
where the theme of hospitality is particularly prominent,
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The Concise Oxford Dictionary’s definition of
‘eschatology’ is the ‘doctrine of death, judgement,
heaven and hell or the final destiny of the soul and of
humankind’. The ‘Left Behind’ concept refers to the 16
best-selling books, one of which is entitled Left Behind,
a Novel of Earth’s Last Days written in 2011 by Tim
La Haye and Jerry B Jenkins.
The Origins of Left Behind Eschatology begins by
investigating the eschatology behind the ‘Left Behind’
stories, and selects eight teachings which are essential
to that way of understanding the End Times. It then
searches through the relevant documents produced by
the Early Church and many since the Reformation,

looking for the origins of each of those eight ideas and
when and how they came together in a system. There
are plenty of surprises. The Origins of Left Behind
Eschatology is a slightly enlarged version of Bennett's
PhD dissertation. It has been called a ‘clearly argued,
thoroughly researched and overwhelmingly convincing
thesis,’ the conclusions of which ‘should ... dispel much
of the uncertainty that has dogged this area of
millennial studies.’ (Crawford Gribben – author of
Rapture Fiction and the Evangelical Crisis). – Internet
review.

Ros Faichney

Why ‘With Love to the World’?
How do you ‘walk humbly with your God?’ I’m a curious person wanting
to know more about God, faith and life. So when it was suggested that I
should ‘read the Bible’, I tried it …
Well, mostly I found the Bible terribly hard to understand — what’s the
back story? I know the Bible isn’t a simple history or meant to be taken
word for word without discernment — but what is the message?
Discouraged and not engaged with this approach, I was at a loss.
Then I found With Love to the World, a daily Bible reading guide based on
the Revised Common Lectionary as adapted for use in the Uniting Church
in Australia. There is a commentary on each of the lectionary readings for
the week, plus some other complementary passages. The person providing
the commentary changes, and you see the passages through these different
eyes. Sometimes I disagree, other times the commentary helps me to
understand a different concept or way of thinking or a different view of
Kingdom Life. In the end, making time to read the Bible passage and the
commentary allows a discipline of touching base with time to be quiet
with God.
This approach gives me comfort in the busyness of life. But in the end I find
it is an easy way to follow the lectionary readings which cover the main
parts of the Bible over a three year cycle, to be able to be prepared for the
reflection on Sunday and to remain open to what God might be saying to
me here and now.

Helen Haysom
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Joy and Peter’s Journey
After 42 years in Glen Waverley, it is time to move on. In recent years we contemplated
downsizing to a home unit locally, but it never seemed to make sense, until we realised
that a distant move was more suited to our needs. So we have bought an apartment in
Southbank to be near the activities that we enjoy in the CBD. We think that the travel
into town averaging three times a week will become off-putting before our interests
wane. House and garden maintenance is becoming wearisome and a unit in Monash
does not solve the travel problem. Joanna lives in Wheelers Hill and works in the CBD.
Felicity lives near Castlemaine and there is a high speed train every hour from Southern
Cross station. Thus, we have been asked to give an outline of our journey.
We both came from practising Christian family backgrounds and both grew up in the
Anglican tradition; Peter in Richmond, Glen Iris and Chadstone and Joy in Caulfield,
Queenscliff and Chadstone. We met at Holy Trinity, Oakleigh and at League of Youth
which is the more ‘serious’ Anglican youth group; part of the Church Missionary
Society. We met in regional groups for various activities, attended camps and outings
and attended a weekly Bible study and youth tea held every Friday in St Paul’s
Cathedral chapter house. We had leadership roles in both Holy Trinity and League of
Youth and that included singing in Holy Trinity choir, which we both really enjoyed.
Our friendship deepened and blossomed over this time and we were married in 1964.
We lived for two years in Prahran, where we joined in quickly at St Matthew’s. Joy
worked in the pharmacy at Prince Henry's hospital and Peter worked as an Engineer
mostly in the western suburbs. Our son Robert was born in 1965, was baptised hastily in
hospital, then died at only five months due to kidney insufficiency. In 1966 we bought
our first home in Chadstone and returned to Holy Trinity where Joanna and Felicity
were baptised.
Our next move in 1972 was a wrenching one as we believed that we needed to find a
congregation that catered more for young families. This meant leaving Holy Trinity and
travelling to High Street Road, Mount Waverley which was a Methodist church. HSR
had a period of Oneness with Syndal Presbyterian Church before Union when the
Uniting Church was born. We were involved in various leadership roles at HSR
including joint superintendents of a Sunday School with 280 children and two sessions.
Our girls had a great experience at HSR in junior choir and youth groups and family
camping. Joanna was married at HSR. Felicity was confirmed and two of her three boys
were baptised at HSR. We have many friends at HSR where we spent 25 years.
During a difficult time at HSR with a minister who was eventually moved on by Synod,
we decided to abandon ship and started to look around for another congregation. Our
first day at St Luke’s, nearly 20 years ago was ‘it’. We did not look any further. We will
always consider ourselves part of St Luke’s family and are privileged to have
contributed in various ways during our time here. Joanna was confirmed and Liam was
baptised at St Luke’s and two of our grandsons, Lucas and Liam, both attended kinder
here. St Luke’s is a very special community and we will always feel part of the family in
spite of moving away. A new place of worship will be found but we will keep in touch
with St Luke’s, although not in a leadership capacity. We are very grateful and blessed
to be part of St Luke’s and thank you all for the care, love and friendship shown so
liberally.

Joy and Peter
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Blankets of Love
Having read about Lentara UnitingCare’s Winter Appeal –
for blankets in particular – our church ladies at St Luke’s
decided to have a blanket drive over just two Sundays.
As you can see by the photo, the response was truly great,
totalling 50 blankets in all. Pictured are UCAF President,
Barbara Fowler, Honorary Secretary, Rosemary
McQuiggin, and Honory Treasurer, Clair Kendall, with the
many blankets packed up ready for collection by the
Lentara driver.
We were thrilled by the response to this appeal and thank
all who donated.

Rosemary McQuiggin

Stamps

stamps

stamps

We need more stamps – spread the word far and wide – they do
not have to be trimmed, even left on envelopes is fine.
Have you asked your family, friends, neighbours, doctor’s
surgery, dentists, local shops etc., to keep them for you?
I realise there are not so many around now, but every stamp
counts.
Box and drawer in the foyer of the Church.

Lois Brown
Lyn Savory

Tuesday Circle
Footy Fever at Tuesday Circle recently.
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Come and enjoy

A West Papuan 3 course dinner
Entertainment: by musicians from Melanesian community
and guest artists

Guest speaker: Dr Robert Wolfgramm,
Melanesian Sociologist and Biblical scholar
Cost: $25.00
Date: Saturday, 8th October, 2016
Time: 5:45pm to 9pm
Venue: St Luke’s Uniting Church, 94 Essex Rd Mt Waverley
Funds raised will advance advocacy for
self-determination and social justice.
For more information ph. Faye 0402 553 147 or David 9807 5297
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