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Summer of Love …
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Minister’s Message

(and Hope, and Peace and Joy)
sweet baby in a manger, he is a cause for anxiety
among the elite because he represents a new rule,
a new authority, sought out to be celebrated by
foreigners. He is also the fragile infant, needing
protection from the murderous Herod, so like refugees
of times past and times to come his parents leave their
lives behind to give their child a home away from home
until things die down, until a normal life can be
resumed, until Jesus can be led back across the Jordan
to become the carpenter’s son from Nazareth.

The weather is slowly warming up, and after a cold
winter and a wet spring, the weather bureau predict it’s
likely to be a hot summer. Good thing the airconditioning’s going into Hall 2, I hear you say.
Of course, as Christians, we’re not just anticipating
summer weather; we’re also looking forward to
Christmas, the celebration of the birth of Jesus which has
been ever so slightly appropriated by commercial
interests. As individuals we may look forward to
Christmas for many reasons, or we may dread its arrival,
or be entirely ambivalent about the whole thing. As a
Church, our focus is ideally on the revealing of God’s
presence in Jesus; the mystery of the incarnation which
reaches its high point in the feast of Epiphany.

Amid our busy preparations, can we make time to reread, reflect on and be changed by the stories around
the birth of Jesus? Can we lay aside for a moment the
tinsel and the lights, and slow down to a walking pace –
the pace of travel in the first century – and look around
us? Can we see the people who clamour for change, who
yearn for peace, who live in hope because they have
nothing else? Can we spare a moment to join them? Can
we find the intersection of Holy mystery and unholy
power embodied in the vulnerable infant Jesus, in his
refugee parents, in the stories in our newspapers, in
the people of our own families and community? Can we,
like the Magi, have the epiphany that God is among us,
revealed in unexpected places, providing hope and
prompting change, one wonder-struck observer at a
time? My prayer this Christmas, for all of us at St Luke’s,
is that we will be granted that gift.

The twelve days of the Christmas season, between
Christmas eve and the 5th of January give an opportunity
to explore the incarnation, looking at the stories around
the incarnation such as the visit of the shepherds in
Luke, or, as scheduled by the Lectionary this Christmas,
the Massacre of the Innocents in Matthew’s gospel.
The story is a stark reminder that the early Christians
considered that Jesus was a political figure from the
beginning - his very birth challenged the empire of the
day, evoking a deadly response and exposing a
desperate tyrant for who he was.
It is this intersection of Holy mystery and unholy power
that inoculates the Christmas season against mere
sentimentality or religious piety. Jesus is not just a

Merry Christmas.

James Douglas
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From the Church Council
Recently at St Luke’s, Clare and Natasha spoke about their experiences over the past year, and what 2017
may hold for them; ‘Looking forward and looking back’, in relation to their time at secondary schools. Both
confidently explained their extra curricula activities.
At Church Council, we have been looking back as we farewelled Joy Burman from our Council; as she and
Peter have moved to their new residence in Southbank. We appreciate greatly their involvement in so many
of St Luke’s activities, their organisational skills, friendship, energy and willingness to be part of the
St Luke’s family over many years.
Joy has been convenor of the Worship Ministry Group, and worked with the Playgroup and Preschool
families. Both have been part of the Social Justice Ministry Group, and Peter has participated in the music
making in the choir. Go well, Burmans, and we wish God’s blessing on this new chapter of your lives.
We welcome Katrina Dowling to the Church Council as the representative for the Worship Ministry Group.
Each of the Ministry Groups has worked diligently to keep St Luke’s functioning smoothly. The Property
Group is currently upgrading the audio- visual equipment in the Worship Centre and Hall 3. The recent
Stewardship campaign has reminded us all of our responsibilities with our individual talents and finances.
The Adult Growth and Development Group plans interesting, stimulating workshops and speakers, inviting
our neighbours to share together. The Social Justice Group raises our awareness of the needs in today’s
society.
We have continued to be part of the Uniting Churches in Mt Waverley area, meeting regularly to share ideas,
resources and discuss the future directions for churches in this neighbourhood. We have representatives on
the Inter Church Council.
The community of St Luke’s includes the Preschool, the Playgroups, UCAF, Tuesday Circle, mid-week
communion, Wednesday rest, the luncheon group, the Dinner groups, the Craftees, the Sunday worshippers;
and all form a very close knit community.
In the midst of the happy memories, we remember with sadness, the loved and valued members who are
missing from our family during 2016.
Many thanks to the members of the various Ministry Groups and all who take positions of responsibility
around St Luke’s. Special thanks to Edna Deans (e-news), Ann Langley (editor of the Messenger), Heather
Molinia (Secretary), along with the door managers, the coffee makers the people who draw up rosters, the
flower arrangers, the preachers, the Sunday school teachers, the Fun@Fivers, the musicians, the cleaners
and polishers, the Fiesta Group, the meeting attendees and those who attend worship  in short 
EVERYONE!
We give thanks for James, Corrie and their families for their part in the leadership, love and care for us all.
Whilst walking recently, a friendly woman stopped me, as she thought she recognised me. In conversation,
we discovered that she had attended St Luke’s when her parents were visiting from Queensland. I realised
how a casual cup of coffee and a welcome after church can have a lasting impact. She remembered St Luke’s
as a friendly place (over twelve months later).
We are all representatives of God’s love in the Essex Heights area leaving footprints and impressions as we
go about our daily tasks.
Let's make our footprints positive!
Season's Greetings to you all, and may peace, joy and love be with you and your families.

Eunice Magee
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Interaction with the Local Islamic Community
coffee and left to be home in time for the last prayers of
the day.

It is nearly 12 months since the idea of meals in the
homes of Uniting Church members was broached with
the Monash Islamic community. The response was very
positive with the high likelihood of something
happening post Easter, i.e. AprilJune. A number of
willing hosts came forward. Unfortunately no guests
were nominated and things went into ‘recess’.

Because of their command of English, conversation was
never a problem and all eight of us engaged in a wide
range of topics both prior to and during the meal. There
was a lot of interest in the ancestry/genealogy of each
and indeed how we came to be members of our
respective faith communities.

Some six weeks were then lost due to Ramadan, but in
late July my Islamic contact kick-started the project and
the hosts re-canvassed. Of the dates put forward,
October 28 was the only date which suited the Islamic
community/my contact. The hosts on this date were
Helen and Jim Aylmer, with co-hosts Judy and Steve
Carre, all from High Street Road. Sadly, to some extent
this defeated the purpose of the scheme, as Helen and
Jim have regular contact with the local Muslim
community through Monash Interfaith Council and the
idea was to get others involved. However, the important
thing was to actually get started.

Their lives with their families were also freely discussed
including the role husbands and wives have in the
home. It seems men do the cleaning and the ladies do
the cooking.
One of the Sri Lankan ladies had actually received her
primary education at a Catholic convent. She was
confused that the convent would take her  and later
her daughter  and this led into some discussion and
questions about the interaction between Catholics and
other branches of the Christian faith.
It was stated that a Muslim is a Muslim whether Sunni or
Shia and members of the two branches can be seen
praying together during the Haj pilgrimage. This may be
so, but out in the ‘real world’ the situation seems quite
different and it would have been useful to explore this
more fully.

On the night, four guests were received: two ladies from
Sri Lanka and one from Pakistan and a man from Sri
Lanka. These were educated (and intelligent) people
who’d been in Australia for at least two decades and
seemed very comfortable in this ‘dinner party’ type
atmosphere. One of the Sri Lankan ladies (the Islamic
contact) and the gentleman (Mohamed Mohideen,
currently Chair of Islamic Council of Victoria) were well
known to Helen & Jim through the Monash Interfaith
Gathering.

But what is incontrovertible is that their faith means
everything to them and they live it every day. However,
it has not prevented them being active members of the
local community. We did not follow up, and now wish we
had, on what problems they encountered in becoming
part of the community. And perhaps what problems they
currently encounter.

The visitors left their shoes at the front door. Two ladies
wore headscarves, but Mohammad was in full black
cassock and black hat, with a black and white shawl
around his shoulders. One lady was a grandmother and
the others had older or adult children all living at home.
Mohamed is not married.

There were other questions we later wished we’d asked
our guests. For example:


Prior to the meal  at sunset  a quiet room was made
available for prayers. Afterwards the guests were seated
strategically around the table so as to maximise
conversation between hosts and guests. A Christian
prayer was said before the meal.




The meal was not typically Australian – just a nice
informal dinner that we would provide for any of our
friends or family. It was appreciated by the visitors and
requests were made for the soup recipe  sweet potato
and ginger. The main course was halal chicken (from a
butcher in Clayton) with vegetables and for sweets,
apple pie with cream or ice-cream. All these were
consumed with alacrity. Of course we didn’t serve pork
or alcohol, or use gelatine in cooking. No-one had tea or



Could you speak English before you came to
Australia?
Were your husbands OK about your acceptance of
an invitation to a Christian stranger’s home – and
at night?
Are your children still accepting of all your Muslim
traditions, or do they experience peer pressure?
Do you expect there to be many future changes in
the carrying out of the Muslim faith by your
grandchildren and great-grandchildren in
Australia?

Careful selection of guests is an imperative to gain the
most from similar evenings in the future. Our contact
chose very wisely but it may not be easy to tick the
boxes every time with regard to language, personality
3

WHERE-TO FROM HERE?

and similar interests, all of which played a big part in
the success of the evening.

The meal concept worked very well and there are still a
few who wish to host but none of the suggested dates
were suitable to the Muslim community. Our contact has
indicated that any further meals/contact be held over
until early next year.

As it was, we all enjoyed a relaxed but informative time
together, concentrating on common interests, rather
than differences. And yes, the 28/10 hosts and co-hosts
would happily do it all again!

Jim Aylmer, High Street Road UC
14 November, 2016

Dinner with West Papuans
For the past three years St Luke’s has welcomed the West Papuan people who have led us with their
beautiful singing and informed us of the disastrous situation that is still happening in their country.
Unfortunately our media does not give information about the terrible occurrences in West Papua, so we at
St Luke’s and our cluster churches, have been given the opportunity to hear about the dire happenings in
their country and are able to respond by supporting them financially.
On 8th October some West Papuan friends
served us a delicious three-course dinner and
entertained us with singing and dancing, and
we heard a guest speaker, Dr Robert
Wolfgramm. Over $1,000 was raised and the
75 people who attended had a great night.
Some photos were taken in our pre-meal
entertainment where a few St Luke’s people
joined the West Papuans in singing two songs.
Our thanks go to the people who helped make
the evening such a success and a special
thanks to Faye Gregson who introduced our
congregation to the West Papuans and who
organised the evening.

David Langley
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Multi-Age Worship Service
During a recent multi-age worship service, Clare Haysom and Natasha Hilton
spoke of their respective experiences over the past school year.
Both addressed the topic, ‘Looking forward, looking back’.'
Please contact either if you would like to hear their stories.

As part of the sermon theme ‘Looking Back, Looking Forward’ I was asked to present on my year past, especially the
requirements of the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award which I completed this year. As part of the award I have become
involved in many different sporting teams and music programs, as well as becoming a volunteer at St Luke's
Preschool. Reflecting on my year past has highlighted to me the importance of families and teamwork. As I have just
finished year 12, my future is full of uncertainties. But I know that there will be many teams and families of friends in
my future which brings me great comfort.

Clare Haysom

Some Sad News from the Preschool
I’m very sorry to say that after 18 wonderful years with St Luke’s Preschool, Cathryn Lacey is retiring at the end of
this year. Mrs Lacey has been a superb educator, offering love, education, care and boundaries in about that order to
hundreds of children over her time here. From the hours of preparation each week, to her friendly greeting to each
child at the beginning of sessions to the care and attentiveness she offers to every child in the program, Mrs Lacey is a
pivotal figure to the children who attend our Preschool. When she came to my house to tell me about her decision,
my daughter Lily, who was in red group two years ago, immediately ran to give her a hug. Spontaneous reactions like
that speak volumes about her deep and positive impact on the children in her care. Of course, it’s not just the
children. I know that Cath provides comfort and support to many parents, offering her warmth, humour and quiet
strength to anyone who needs it, and has built up relationships with many in the congregation. While it will be
impossible to replace Cath, the staff and the PAC will work with our Cluster Manager, UnitingCare Victoria and
Tasmania, to select a new educator for 2017, and news about that appointment will be shared as it becomes available.
On behalf of the PAC, I want to publicly thank Mrs Lacey for her excellent service to our Preschool community and
wish her every blessing as she embarks on a new journey in her life.

James Douglas
President, St Luke’s Preschool Advisory Committee.
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Preschool Church Service and Blessing of the Animals
Our annual Preschool service was held in October, with the children delighting us
with their presence and their singing, as usual.
We also had the Blessing of the Animals on that day .... and everything
went really well!
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Another OBE at St Luke’s
St Luke's has added another OBE to our list of
distinguished members.
Janice Roffey celebrated with us in October, and was
presented with her OBE.
Happy birthday!
Congratulations, Janice!

Farewell to Joy and Peter

Reluctantly we said farewell to Joy and Peter
Burman, who have relocated to Southbank.
We wish them well in the new home, and
trust they are enjoying the availability of the
facilities nearby  including the South
Melbourne market, The Art Centre, The
Malthouse Theatre and the tram rides to
wherever they wish to visit in the city!
St Luke’s will miss them both, and we thank
them for their friendship and involvement in
numerous activities with us.
We will be sure to keep in touch, and hope to
see them at St Luke’s occasionally, when they
venture back to the suburbs!
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St Luke’s Craftees
The St Luke’s Craftees have completed a very successful inaugural year. The group started in February and met
twice a month – the first and third Monday of each month between 1.30 and 4 pm in Hall 2. The average weekly
attendance in the first three months of the year exceeded ten, but as the year got busier, some succumbed to
winter chills and others escaped to more exotic climes, numbers were closer to an average of seven per session.
The activities each week range from machine sewing, through to hand sewing, stuffing, folding, gluing, cutting,
pasting, creating plus many other words ending in ‘ing’, including chatting and eating! There is a relaxed
atmosphere and the ladies are encouraged to become involved with different forms of craft work, having a try and
then participating in those activities in which they feel comfortable.
A major theme of the first half of the year was finding all the ways to utilise their new achievement – Suffolk Puffs.
The second half of the year was understandably more focussed on Christmas items.
The purpose of the Craftees group is dual – fellowship as well as producing saleable items for both the street stall
held in December and the Fiesta to be held in March.
The street stall, which also had for sale, jams, conserves as well as cakes and slices made by the congregation, was
most successful, raising over $1600.
We hope this is the Craftee group will continue to meet at St Luke’s in 2017. If you are interested in participating,
please let us know.

Ros Faichney

The job of pricing deserves a well-deserved cuppa.

The street stall was held on a lovely sunny morning and
there was plenty of produce for sale.
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Fun@Five Sleepover
On Friday 28th October the Fun at Five Team had their annual sleepover at the church. It was
such a success last year that we decided to have another one. Unfortunately not everyone could
attend but we kept them up-to-date via social media.
We met at 5 pm with what seemed to be enough gear for a week with sleeping bags pillows etc.
Yummy pizzas were ordered so we could have a night off cooking! The choice of movie was The
Incredibles, a very funny movie which was enjoyed by everyone. There were many great one-liners
that generated much laughter.
Our aim was to be in bed and asleep by  well it was more like 10  with discussion about who
would snore the loudest and who had the coolest PJs.
It was a great night of fun and sharing. The next morning breakfast was enjoyed by all.

Amy Douglas
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Fun@Five’ers display hidden talents
at Caribbean Rollerama
Roller skating and rollerblading talents were put on display
recently at a Fun@Five outing to the Caribbean Rollerama.
Ably led by Amy, she elegantly showed the kids how roller skating
was to be done with Gemma, Eliza, Lily & Charlotte following in
her wake undertaking many non-stop energetic laps of the
circuit.
Not to be outdone, James displayed lightning speed around the
rink, occasionally calling in for a very brief pit stop or two before
elbowing his rightful place back out onto the rink.
Whilst the more adventurous type were burning off their energy
on the rink, Amy’s home-made snack treats were carefully
guarded at all times by Mark and Kyle.
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the day!

Amy Douglas
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Barbecue at Manse
Susan and James recently hosted a barbecue at the Manse
and everyone enjoyed the fellowship, food and sunshine.
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St Luke’s Managers’ Door Roster 2017
2017

Captain

Team Members

JANUARY

Tony Lucas

Scilla Lucas

Yvonne Smith

Laurie Smith

FEBRUARY

John Sale

Jean Sale

Don Sharp

Mary Sharp

MARCH

Ian Jobling

Gwen Kay

Yvonne Jeffs

APRIL

Jim Douglas

Clair Kendall

Ken Kendall

MAY

Geoff Brien

Gay Taylor

Alan Taylor

JUNE

Edna Deans

Lois Brown

Graham Lawrence

JULY

Eunice Magee

Beverly McArthur

June Bann

AUGUST

David Symington

Allan Clausen

Helen McGeorge

SEPTEMBER

Barbara Fowler

Geoff Swan

David Langley

Ann Langley

OCTOBER

Byron Savory

Janice Savory

Rena Douglas

Arthur McQuiggin

NOVEMBER

Gavin Faichney

Ros Faichney

Tom Spurling

Heather Spurling

DECEMBER

Don Sharp

Mary Sharp

Yvonne Smith

Laurie Smith

Rennus Crossley

Roger Browne

For more information, please speak to Scilla Lucas, 9898 1189.

OP SHOP REMINDER
End of Year/January decluttering is fast approaching.
Lois Brown (9808 1224) is happy to pick up or have goods brought to
her as you do your sorting.

Please ring first
Lois Brown

Church & Hall Bookings
2017
With the New Year fast approaching we would ask groups,
and individuals to forward their requirements for the use of
the Church/Halls/or Kitchen, as soon as convenient by
email or in writing.

Lawrie & Yvonne Smith
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Thank you
Thank you to Andy Magee and Amy
Douglas for the photos in this issue
and to all who have contributed to the
Messenger throughout the year.

