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Trustworthy is defined in the Oxford dictionary as:  
‘Able to be relied on as honest or truthful.’ The Collins 
dictionary adds: ‘Worthy of being trusted; honest, 

reliable, or dependable.’ Trustworthiness is valuable 
because trust is valuable. Trust enables a flourishing 

society to be created and maintained because members 
of the society are freed from the burden of managing or 
eliminating the risks and vulnerabilities of dealing with 

each other. If I don’t have to carry around a 1kg weight 
to check the grocer’s scales, and I don’t have to check 

every note and coin I’m handed to ensure they’re 
genuine, shopping is easier. If I don’t have to supervise 

my child’s classroom to make sure that she’s being 

taught well, I can devote that time to other pursuits.  

If I don’t have to check the viability of every company 
my superannuation is invested in, but trust the fund 

manager to do that work for me, I can be confident in a 
reliable retirement income.  

When it comes to our congregation, trust is a commodity 
with significant value. There are some 70 hymns listed 
in Together in Song’s subject index under the heading 

Trust in God. We also trust each other – to listen when 
we speak, to tell one another the truth, to uphold one 

another in prayer, to care for us when we’re suffering, to 
ask when we need help, to keep our confidences when 
we share our challenges, and in many more ways, too. 

One of the things I noticed early on in my time in  

St Luke’s was the depth of connection between  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

members here. A significant percentage of the 
congregation have been members for decades, and the 
long-term building of trust and relationship between 
congregation members shows. People trust each other 

because they know each other, drawing on repeated 
experience of trustworthy behaviour in one another as 

the reason to trust again and to trust more. Where trust 
is breached, the ability to acknowledge that breach and 

act to restore trust continues to build trust. The pattern 
of repeated trustworthy behaviour is part of the 

character of the congregation. This trustworthy character 
of the congregation is a significant strength, and a 
precious gift of years of shared life together. Because 

we’re a congregation, some of that trust extends to 
people from other congregations who come to visit or 

who come to join, and similarly the trust they’ve 
experienced in another congregation is partially 

extended to us. 

For someone who doesn’t have these reservoirs of 

experience to draw on, trust may be more difficult to 
find. In the wake of the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Abuse, and the 

revelations of child abuse within churches and church-
based organisations of all types, including the Uniting 
Church and its pre-union denominations, trust of the 
churches in the broader community is scarce. 
Recovering that trust requires us, as Christians, to 

demonstrate trustworthiness in ways that are grounded 
in clear guidelines and concrete action that are easily 

Some Thoughts from the Minister 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 

Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
Revelation 21:5 
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assessed; that promote transparency and collective 
responsibility; that empower vulnerable people; that 
take risk seriously; that err on the side of caution; and 

that on the whole can seem ‘over the top’ in a 

congregation which has deep reserves of trust. The 
Keeping Children Safe policy, developed by the Synod  
of Victoria and Tasmania, is aimed at helping our whole 
denomination engender trust in the community. Partly 
this is done by complying with new legislation that has 

been enacted by the Commonwealth and State 
governments. The legislation is complex and far-
reaching, and there are significant penalties for 
denominations, congregations and even responsible 
individuals for not complying with it, but that’s not a 

great motivator for adopting change. 

A much better motivation is contained in the training 

materials for the Safe Church Training:  

The Uniting Church in Australia believes that all 
people, including children, are made in the image  
of God. As a Christian community we believe that  
God reaches out to us in love and acceptance,  
and that our relationships with each other should 
express love, care and respect (Safe Place Position 
Statement developed by the UCA Commission on 
Women and Men in 1997).  

Central to living out the Gospel is to love God and  
to love others. As a community of faith, we are 
committed to providing safe environments for all 
people, including children, so that they may live  
life in all its fullness. 

Note the date on the first statement. As a Uniting 
Church, we’ve been consciously working on being a safe 
place for all people for over 20 years, not because of a 

Royal Commission, or legislation, or political 

correctness, or potential lawsuits, but because being 
trustworthy is part of being the church. We want to 
rebuild public trust because that expresses who we are. 
We embrace the ‘new’ culture of safety and draw on the 
strength of our community to not simply comply with 

legislation but to continue to embody the heart of the 
Gospel in everything we do.  

Over the coming months, Safe Church training will be 

provided to members of the congregation in nominated 
roles, and it is offered to anyone in the congregation 
who is interested in our response as a Uniting Church to 
the findings of the Royal Commission and the new 

legislation that has flowed from it. Some of the Keeping 
Children Safe policy has been challenging to implement 
and I’ve been deeply grateful to Eunice Magee, Heather 
Molinia and the members of the Church Council and 

Ministry Groups for their efforts in making the policy a 

reality here at St Luke’s. To everyone who’s negotiated 
their Working With Children Check, signed the code of 
conduct, and committed themselves to making our 

congregation a safe place for people of all ages and 
abilities, my heartfelt thanks – you are expressing our 

trustworthiness as people of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and helping our congregation be trustworthy and true. 

James Douglas 

  

We participated in a joyful Christmas service with the RCCC congregation in December. 
Lots of wonderful carol singing, followed by a delicious shared lunch. 
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From the Church Council 

We were fortunate to have Pam White with us, as James enjoyed Long Service Leave with his family. Thank 
you, Pam. 

No doubt, James will share some of the travelling stories with us. 

The Church Council discussed the future plans for St Luke’s at a retreat in February. We will be sharing ideas 
with the congregation at a later date. The Safe Church Training module was a major part of the day, as the 
Church Councillors were informed of the requirements in implementing this. Further information sessions will 
be held for all members of the congregation very soon. Please be aware of these and attend, if possible. 

The Cluster Group of the Mt Waverley Uniting Churches is continuing to discuss ways of co-operating, sharing 
resources, and our ideas of our mission to the community. 

Planning for the Fiesta is well under way, and by publishing date for the Messenger, we will be recovering 
from the day. 

The Annual General Meeting for St Luke’s will take place on 25th March, at the conclusion of the 9.30 am 
worship service. 

Our St Luke’s family was saddened by the recent death of Margaret Wilson. Margaret and her late husband 

Jim, were a large part of the early development of St Luke’s. We are thankful for their involvement over many, 
many years. It was good to celebrate her life and contribution to St Luke’s. 

Our Pre-school and Playgroups have successfully begun a new year of activities, as have the UCAF, Tuesday 
Circle, mid-week communion, the luncheon group, dinner groups, craftees, Fun@Five and the Sunday 
worshippers. St Luke’s is a busy place! 

Thanks to all members of the various Ministry Groups and all who help to keep St Luke’s running smoothly. 

We give thanks for the leadership, love and care which James and Corrie share with us all.  

May we continue to be representatives of God’s love in the Essex Heights area and beyond. 

Eunice Magee 

Thank you for your support with the shoe boxes and greeting cards. 

The boxes are filled with books, pencils, clothing and a toy, and are distributed to 

countries like Vietnam, Ukraine, Fiji, Cambodia, Paraguay, and other needy and 

natural disaster areas. 

Some of the projects undertaken by Samaritan’s Purse include: education, 

construction of schools, water supply, sanitation, hygiene and health nutrition. 

Samaritan’s Purse are supported by churches, schools and other organisations who 

distributed 54,000 boxes in 2017. They need as many boxes they can as they are 

getting harder to come by. 

The cards are used to decorate the boxes and also to make little gift boxes. 

Saving these boxes and cards doesn’t cost anything and is a good way to recycle. 

Thank you once again and God Bless. 

On behalf of Samaritan’s Purse, UCAF, 

Barbara Fowler and Aldyth Williams 

Samaritan’s Purse 
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The Religious Life 

In the Abbey at Bath, I found this copy of a famous 
prayer uttered by the General Sir Jacob Astley in 1642 

before the Battle of Edgehill: 

“Lord  Thou knowest how busy I must be this day  
I may forget Thee – Do not Thou forget me.” 

That I think is a good parable of how the religious life 
has to be lived amid the hustle and bustle of a workaday 

world. And here is another prayer illustrating the same 

thing by a man of a different occupation. It was the 

prayer of Dr Thomas Arnold, the famous Headmaster of 
Rugby School, 100 years ago. He used this prayer every 

day: 

“O Lord, we have a busy world around us. Eye, ear 
and thought will be needed for all our work to be 
done in the world. Now as we again enter upon it on 
the morrow, we would commit eye, ear and thought 
to Thee. Do Thou bless them and keep their work 
there, that as through Thy natural laws our hearts 
beat and our blood flows without any thought of ours 
for them, so our spiritual life may hold on its course 
at those times when our minds cannot consciously 
turn to Thee to commit each particular thought to 
Thy service: hear our prayer for our Redeemer’s 
sake.  Amen.” 

These two prayers set quite clearly before us how one is 

to be religious when there are so many other things to 
attend to in this world. How can you be religious all the 
time? The religious life is not a matter of retiring from 
the world altogether and giving one’s time to the 
thought of the divine. But it does depend on finding 
time in our busy lives for the quest of God in prayer as 
the general and school master both knew.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Now that is just what our text says:  

“And in the morning, rising up a great while before 
day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place 
and there prayed.” 

Here is the very case of Jesus Christ Himself. It was all 

true for Him – for Him who as we say lived in the bosom 
of the Father, but who also lived amid the world’s work 
and play. If you look at this chapter – Jesus had had an 

exceedingly busy day – from morning to night – in the 

morning a straining and exciting time in the Synagogue 
at Capernaum. A case of sickness to deal with in a 

private home, the mother-in-law of Peter and then at 
evening a whole crowd of people thronging around the 
door of the house clamouring for Him and He did what 

He could for them. Then it was bed time and Jesus and 
his disciples were ready for it, but when the disciples 

woke up and looked around for their master, He was not 
in the house at all. Long before daylight He had got up 
and gone out, when all was quiet. He needed rest and 

sleep for His body – but He needed something else too. 
He needed ‘spiritual refreshment’ for His soul and He 

could only get it in solitary prayer. And so we have to 

picture Him yonder on the hillside, under the waning 

starlight and the first streaks of dawn, when no one else 
was about, throwing His soul open to the influences of 
God in meditation and prayer. The disciples had hardly 
seen that sort of thing before and were rather puzzled 
by Jesus. Why had He gone out alone? They went and 
found Him. They said to Him “All the people are looking 
for You.” And He said, “I must go on into the next towns 

and preach there also, for that is why I came forth.” 
 

Sermons of Rev Norman Faichney 

The Very Rev Norman Faichney (19101998) was a minister in both The Presbyterian Church of Australia 
(Victorian Assembly) and The Uniting Church in Australia. He served as Moderator of The Presbyterian Church 

in Victoria 195859 and as Moderator-General of the Presbyterian Church of Australia 19671970.  
He was very ecumenical and also served as President of the Victorian Council of Churches and the Australian 
Council of Churches. A staunch supporter of 'church union' he transferred to the UCA at its inception in 1977. 
He retired from active ministry in 1979 and became a member of St Luke's UC in 1980. The following are a 
selection of some of his sermons which he preached at Glen Iris Presbyterian Church in the 1960s. 

September 2, 1962 Glen Iris Presbyterian Church 

 Scripture Readings:  O.T. Psalm 91 

  N.T. Mark 1: 2139 

Text:  “And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out,  
and departed into a solitary place and there prayed.” 

Mark 1: 35  
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And so there was another day opening out before Him. 
It was going to be busy and noisy and people would be 
crowding around Him. Eye and ear and thought would 

be occupied. But through the noise and dust and 

distraction of it all, Jesus would be living in God’s 
presence. His Spiritual life holding its course, because 
of those quiet hours in the morning. He had turned His 
Soul to God upon the quiet hillside. There in the perfect 
religious life you have the alternation of leisure, work, 

prayer and activity, the eternal and the temporal. That is 
how the religious life can be lived in this workaday 
world. 

There are two Simple Truths: 

1 The Religious Life does not mean that you will be 
thinking about it all the time. 

That is impossible. There are plenty of things in this 

world that need to be attended to. We all have our work 

to do, and we have to be thinking of that most of the 
time – unless we are thinking of it we shall not be doing 
it very well. General Astley had to fight his battle.  

Dr Arnold had to teach in his school. Everyone has his 
task to perform. Jesus Christ had His mission to carry out 
amid the dust and toil of those towns of Galilee and 

even He could not think directly of religion all the time. 

There have been people in the world who thought you 
couldn’t be really religious unless you retired from the 
world altogether into a life of seclusion. One can quite 

well understand that idea and how it has sometimes 
appealed to enthusiastic souls. Religion seems such a 

sublime spiritual, unearthly thing and so exacting in its 
demands, that you haven’t got very much chance of 

getting deep into it unless you give it all your time to 
the pursuit of it, without any secular occupation or 
interest at all. Some people have felt and said this. And 

so, with a longing for a religious life they have forsaken 
the world and become monks or nuns and lived apart 

from ordinary mankind that they might live nearer to 
God. One cannot condemn all that – the monastic life 
has produced saints and given to the world hymns and 

books of devotion that will never be forgotten. But for 
all that, it was very different from the life of Jesus Christ. 

He lived a busy life among the haunts of men. Yet in His 
own day good men retired from the world – John the 

Baptist led an aesetic life in the wilderness. People had 
to go to the wilderness to hear him preach and to be 
baptised. But Jesus lived among men, shared their life 

sorrows and sicknesses etc. People used to contrast Him 
with John the Baptist and say that Jesus was everyman’s 
companion. He had people all around Him and it was in 
these circumstances that He lived the perfect religious 
life. He was living the Eternal Life in the midst of time. 

That is the real lesson of the religious life. We know by 

the Great Commandment that we have to love God  

But that does not mean that we have to be interested in 
nothing else. Nothing could be more false than that.  
The main thing is not to be thinking about religion, BUT 

to be living it. That is what we have to learn – to live 

constantly the religious life amid the common tasks and 
distractions and social contacts of daily life in the 
workaday world. It is notable that the Catholic Church of 
the Middle Ages which gave much honour to the 
Monastic life tells such lovely stories about the unselfish 

life of men amongst men. Do you know the story of  
St Basil and the gooseherd? The holy saint on his  
40 foot high stone pillar. St Basil was sent to him – the 
gooseherd and the little girl – an orphan he had found – 
to find the secret of religious life. We can live the 

religious life through our occupations if the right spirit is 
in our hearts. 

2 The Religious Life does depend on having certain 
times for meditation and prayer. 

It cannot be like that all the time – it is not desirable 
that it should be – it is into the workaday world that we 

have to bring the atmosphere of the divine. But it is 

impossible to bring it into the workaday world unless we 
are prepared to spend some time away from that world 
and allow our spirit to breathe the atmosphere of the 

Divine. That is what Dr Arnold did before his day in 
school and what the General did before his battle. They 

couldn’t be thinking of God all day through their 
exacting tasks. But they could think of Him and pray to 
Him at the beginning and the ending of the day and that 

would set them right and keep them right all through. 

That is what religious men and women have always 
done, until almost as a matter of course it has become 

part of their religious life. And that is what Jesus did too. 
Indeed, I suppose Jesus set the original pattern of that 
kind of thing in religious life – at least in the matter of 

private prayer. In His time, religion was pretty much a 
public matter. To go off to a hillside very early in the 

morning for prayer was a novel idea for the disciples.  
I suppose one of the reasons for the hillside was that 
there was not much chance of any privacy in those tiny 

villages and towns of the Galilean peasants and partly 
because Jesus found it easier to lift His Heart to God in 

the open air and under the open sky – for He was a 

lover of nature. But the reason that He did it at all was 

that He knew by experience that without that way of 
beginning the day, without that time of devotion it is 
impossible to keep on living in a religious spirit amid 
the distraction of the world. Yet it is so easy – even 
while this is a part of religion – to slip out of the way of 

it – yes, and to agree that it is an idle thing in so busy a 
world to stop and give time to the cultivation of the 

spiritual life. It is so easy to go on one’s way and tell 
oneself that work is as good as prayer and duty is the 
best religion, and so on, until one has become very 
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weary and worldly at heart without knowing it – just 
through losing the sense of divine things by the neglect 
of the spiritual life. For one does lose the sense of the 

Divine. It is impossible to carry the atmosphere of God 

with one through the common days of toil and care 
unless we stop to breathe that atmosphere in the 
quietness of a moment of devotion, in personal and 
home life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus the Prophet? 

Cana in Galilea is near Nazareth. This is the place where 
Jesus performed His first miracle. When He had been to 
Jerusalem, He went back to Cana. The people came to 

Him. But Jesus said: 

“A prophet has no honour in his own country.” 

Was Jesus wrong? No! Jesus was never wrong. The 

people came to Jesus because He was a miracle worker, 

because He was a wonderful physician or doctor – but 
they would not come to Him because He was a prophet 

who brought to them the Word of God. 

We should think about that very carefully – because 

there are times when we are just like that! We welcome 

Jesus because He can do things for us but we are not 
ready to do the things that Jesus tells us to do for Him 

and for God. 

Now let us look at what happened on this occasion. A 

man came to Jesus from Capernaum – that was a 
distance of about 32 kilometres. This man was an 
important person – he was a court official in Herod’s 
court. His little boy was sick. When the nobleman came 
to Jesus he wanted Jesus to cure his son. That is all he 

wanted. He did not want Jesus to tell him about God or 
to give him the Word of Life and Jesus said to him: 

“Except you see signs and wonders, you will not 
believe.” 

The people all thought it was a wonderful thing for the 
nobleman to come 32 kilometres to the carpenter – that 

is what they thought of Jesus. The nobleman was very 
insistent in what he said to Jesus: 

“Lord, come down ere my son dies.” 

That was the prayer of an anguished father who was so 

worried about his little boy. Jesus knew what the father 

wanted. He did not do exactly what the father asked him. 
He did not go to Capernaum. He sent him away with only 
six words,” 

“Go thy way, thy son liveth.” 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

That is all Jesus did. He sent the father away with a 
word. He did not give him any medical advice, He sent 
him away with a bare word – but it was the word of a 

prophet. It was the word of the Living God. Jesus was 

putting this man to the test. The man had not come up 
to Cana because he thought Jesus was a prophet, nor 
because he thought Jesus was the Messiah or Saviour, 

but only because he thought that Jesus was a wonderful 
doctor. If Jesus had done what he wanted, the father 

would always have thought of Jesus in that way. Jesus 
refused to be a mere doctor to that man. He did not do 
what the man wanted Him to do – but He gave the father 

something greater than he asked. He gave him the Word 

of God. Will the father be content with that? Will he 

return and take back with him the Word of God in his 
heart? That is the climax of this story. And John says:  

“And the man believed the word that Jesus had 
spoken to him and went on his way.” 

It was the next day when he got back to Caperaum, but 

his servants who had come to tell him, that not only was 
the boy alive still – but that he was better. The father 
asked them when had the boy got better? They told him 

– at one o’clock yesterday – the very time that Jesus 
had spoken the word – the time the father had believed 

the bare word of Jesus and started back home. He had a 
long way to go before he saw the Word of God – but 
when he reached home he found that the Word of Jesus 

was indeed the Word of God and John says: 

“And the man believed and his whole house.” 

What a great home-coming it was – the father had 
looked for a doctor and he found the Saviour of the 
World. 

God is always like that with us. We often come to God 
and ask Him for what we want – it is usually something 
that we think is important. What God does is to listen to 
what we want – God always does that – but what He 

gives us is always what it is best for us to have!  

The difference it could make in a day, if every 
morning your thoughts and prayers turned to God. 
Then, you would carry with you, wherever you went, 

the atmosphere which Jesus carried about with Him 
through the towns and villages of Galilee, long ago. 

November 11, 1962 Glen Iris Presbyterian Church 

 Scripture Reading:  N.T. John 4: 4354 

Text:  “Go thy way, The Son Liveth.” 
John 4: 50 
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Playgroup is under the umbrella of community activities ministry group. David Prince is 

the Convener and Church Council representative. St Luke’s congregation members who 

oversee the playgroup are Barbara Fowler and Helen Haysom who acts as the Convener. 

Barbara attends Playgroup on Thursday mornings. There could be another person to 

support Barbara and Helen if one were available. 

Playgroup is held in Hall 2 and outside on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.30 am until 

11.30am during school term times. We currently have vacancies on both Tuesday and 

Thursday. 

Fees are charged to contribute towards the cost of our paid Coordinator, but fundraising 

and a contribution from the St Luke’s congregation makes up the shortfall. 

Apart from the Fiesta, the main fundraising activity for Playgroup is the Bunnings 

sausage sizzle. Congregation members have generously assisted the Playgroup families 

at the sausage sizzle and this year it is Saturday 26th May  mark your diaries!! 

Leanne Boucher, an experienced and fully qualified Early Childhood educator, is our 

Coordinator. Leanne prepares age-appropriate activities for the children and families and 

provides a warm, calm and supportive environment for children and families, allowing 

them to build friendships and engage in activities together. 

We have been especially fortunate to have Mrs Cathryn Lacey volunteer on a Thursday. 

Cathryn’s presence allows Leanne to deliver a more ambitious Early Years focused 

program and her service significantly adds to the quality of the program offered. 

Feel free to pop-in and introduce yourself. The business of Playgroup is community-

building, and the parents and children need to know who we are. 

Helen Haysom, 

Playgroup Convener.10 March 2018 

St Luke’s Playgroup supported by 

St Luke’s UCA Mount Waverley 

We celebrated Allan's 80th birthday recently, and presented 

him with the very special St. Luke's version of the OBE. 

Congratulations, Allan! 

 

Allan Clausen OBE! 
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Phillip Yancey   

Prayer  Does it make 

any Difference?  
[Number 151] 

 What is Prayer? 

 What difference does it make? 

 Why and how should we pray? 

 What about unanswered prayer? 

 How should we understand  

prayer for physical healing? 

Phillip Yancy’s quest to unravel these mysteries ‘reads 
as the journal of a fellow traveller, observing, 

questioning, lamenting the unexplainable and rejoicing 
in the discover of awesome insights.  His journey is 

beautifully illustrated with moving true stores drawn 

from around the world.’ 
 

Philip Yancey   

Vanishing Grace …  
What ever happened to 

the good news? [Number 

152] 

In this book, Philip Yancey 

wonders what exactly the 

church has to offer a broken 
world, and asks why, to 
outsiders, Christians often 

seem to be bearers of bad, 
rather than good news. “It doesn’t need to be this way, 

and Philip draws our attention to pilgrims, activists and 

 
 
 

 

 

artists as models for how to communicate the gospel 
message to a world that’s running away from it.  Most of 

all, he suggests, Christians need to remind themselves 
of the good news that is at the heart of their faith. 
This is a milestone book for all those who are striving to 
make sense of faith and live it out amid the changing 
landscape of our day. 

 

Phillip Yancey –  

What’s so Amazing 

About Grace? 
[Number 150] 

We speak of grace often. But 

do we understand it?  More 
important, do we truly believe 

in it … and do our lives 

proclaim it as powerfully as our 
words?’ 

In this book, Yancey gives us a 
probing and impassioned look at grace: what it looks 
like … what is doesn’t look like … and why only 

Christians can and must reveal the grace the world is 
searching for. 

“This is beyond a doubt the very best book I have 
read from a Christian author in my life … At a time 
when the actions of Christians holding extreme 
positions can inoculate many against the Gospel  
and the claims of Christ Phillip draws us back to  
the gift of grace.”  

Dr Robert A Seiple  
[then President of World Vision] 

 

  

Book Reviews 

Review of three books in the St Luke’s library written by Phillip Yancey – an American Christian author. 

 

 

The Victorian Government needs to follow through on the lessons from other countries when it comes to 
reducing youth crime (‘Damning report on youth justice’, 7/3). The parts of the US that have adopted the ‘lock 
’em up and treat ’em mean’ approach towards teenagers who break the law have seen disastrous results.  
A report released by the Harvard Kennedy School in October 2016 concluded the hard evidence showed that 
this approach reduced community safety, destroyed the future of young people and wasted large amounts of 
government revenue that could be better spent addressing the causes of crime. 

A Compassionate Way of Dealing with Youth 
 

Mark Zirnsak, Senior Social Justice Advocate, Synod of Victoria and Tasmania,  

writes in The Age, Wednesday, 7 March 2018. 
(Reproduced with Mark’s permission) 

A tale of two youth justice systems 
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Remembering Margaret and Jim Wilson 

These much treasured members of our St Luke’s family have served our church 

wholeheartedly in very early days with total caring and commitment. 

Theirs was a practical, friendly and warm outreach to young and old. So many of us 

had meals at the Wilson’s, children minded and problems listened to with patience 

and sympathy. 

Many newcomers were welcomed warmly and consequently decided to stay and 

become part of us. The Boys’ Club benefitted from Jim’s wise leadership and the 

congregation from Margaret’s involvement in so many areas of our growing church. 

We honour both of them for their dedication to St Luke’s and to their Lord whom 

they served with great faithfulness and love. 

Well done good and faithful servants. 

Barb Fowler 

 

Marg and Jim on the St Luke’s Central Australian 

tour in 1991 

 

By contrast, the New Zealand Government has adopted an approach of seeking to rehabilitate teenagers who 
break the law, get their lives back on track and heal the community. In the last six years youth crime in New 
Zealand dropped by 40% and the number of children appearing in court has dropped to its lowest number in 

20 years. The approach has been to foster greater collaboration between schools, government agencies, 
community organisations and the police to better support families to address their children’s behaviour that 
causes them to break the law. 

Mark Zirnsak 

Inserted by St Luke’s Social Justice Group 


