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Some Thoughts from the Minister
was a lot of other business considered and decided on,
as well as many encouraging developments across the
UCA that were reported to the meeting. In a landmark
decision, the Assembly resolved to affirm Aboriginal
Sovereignty. The proposal, from the UAICC puts it this
way:
The Preamble to the Uniting Church Constitution
(paragraph 2) acknowledges that:

In July, I spent a week at Assembly as a volunteer,
working as part of the audio-visual (AV) team. The AV
team had the responsibility of ensuring speakers at
Assembly were heard and seen, that everyone could
know who was speaking and what report or proposal
they were talking about, that PowerPoint presentations,
videos and ‘Prezi’ presentations were displayed at the
right time, that worship and some presentations were
‘live streamed’ on Facebook, and that the whole
proceeding was recorded for posterity. For this large list
of tasks, a team of eight people worked from 8 am until
the close of business (which was 9 pm four nights of
Assembly), with a half-day either end to ‘bump in’ and
‘bump out’.

‘Through this land God has nurtured and sustained
the First Peoples of this country, the Aboriginal and
Islander peoples, who continue to understand
themselves to be the traditional owners and
custodians (meaning ‘sovereign’ in the languages
of the First Peoples) of these lands and waters since
time immemorial.’

During that time I learned a great deal about the ins and
outs of AV, but more importantly, I learned about the
way an Assembly meeting works. I learned about the
diversity of the Uniting Church across our nation: about
the young people who are passionately committed to
the UCA across the country; about the deep links
between our Church and the first peoples of our nation
and how much more there is to discover; about the
many languages and cultures that call the UCA home;
about the breadth of theological perspective in our
Church; and about how the Holy Spirit can work among
people during consideration of a difficult and divisive
issue. Our new President, Dr Deirdre Palmer, supported
by the General Secretary, the Business Committee and
the Facilitation Group, presided over discussion with
dignity, patience, care and firmness.

…The Uniting Church has never affirmed First Peoples
as sovereign. All that we do in our covenant walk
together is underpinned by, and flows from, this
fundamental truth [that First Peoples are sovereign].
In this, in resolving that First Peoples are sovereign,
the 15th Assembly gives moral leadership to our
nation.
The notion of Sovereignty is different from traditional
Western notions of ownership and is well summed up in
the Uluru Statement from the Heart, which was
referenced many times during the Assembly discussion
of this proposal:
This sovereignty is a spiritual notion: the ancestral tie

between the land, or ‘mother nature’, and the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who were
born therefrom, remain attached thereto, and must
one day return thither to be united with our

While the debate over same-gender relationships and
marriage dominated the business of the Assembly, there
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ancestors. This link is the basis of the ownership of
the soil, or better, of sovereignty. It has never been

Assembly for debate or decision. Two major proposals
were focussed on domestic violence (Domestic and
Family Violence) and action on climate change (For the
Whole Creation), and while each was discussed in small
groups, little time was available to consider these
important issues because of the protracted decision
process over same-gender relationships and marriage.
The Assembly Standing Committee will have the task of
reviewing all the unconsidered proposals and
responding to them, as well as implementing the
decisions the Assembly made and addressing ongoing
issues as they arise. Please keep the members of the
Assembly Standing Committee in your prayers as they
go about this important and often thankless work.
The experience of Assembly was significant and
educational for me, and I am grateful to the Church
Council for the opportunity to count my attendance at
Assembly as work. In response, I will bring my learnings
from Assembly into my ministry at St Luke’s, starting
with this article. If you are curious about any aspect of
the Assembly meeting or the decisions that were made,
please feel free to get in touch. There will be an
information session and discussion about the
implications of the Assembly decision on same-gender
relationships and marriage after worship on the 11th of
November. More details will be provided in the e-news
closer to the date.

ceded or extinguished, and co-exists with the
sovereignty of the Crown.
The UAICC representatives I had the chance to hear
spoke about it as a mutual belonging which conferred
both privilege and responsibility for the land.
Sovereignty is about identity and the ability to express
and discover that identity through connection to
Country, to the land and the stories of First Peoples
which are woven through the landscape. The most
recent Frontier Services News features ‘Walking on
Country’ a week-long cultural and spiritual program
which aims to foster reconciliation with First Peoples.
I wholeheartedly recommend reading it if you get the
chance, and if you’d like a copy, please let me know
and I’ll email or print one for you. In recognising First
Peoples as Sovereign, the Uniting Church is
acknowledging fully the history of our nation,
responding to the Uluru Statement from the Heart, and
as the resolution puts it, giving moral leadership to our
nation. I’m proud of our Church for making this step as a
national Church, and I look forward to exploring how we
at St Luke’s can work towards recognising First Peoples
as sovereign in our community.
The passing of the proposal on Sovereignty was a
wonderful moment, but there were, sadly, several
proposals that didn’t make it to the floor of the

James

Preschool Ministry Group
The Preschool Ministry Group (PMG) is currently the minister, James. Historically, the PMG has included at least
three members of the congregation, along with the minister, who have filled roles in the Preschool Advisory
Committee which has a vital role in the running of the Preschool. Due to several factors this representation has been
reduced to just the minister, who currently serves as Chairperson/President of the Preschool Advisory Committee
(PAC).
The PAC’s role has changed substantially over the last few years, as changes in management and in State Government
Legislation have progressively reduced the responsibility and influence of the PAC in the management of the
Preschool. Some of this change has been unhelpful, as new systems implemented State-wide haven’t accounted for
local circumstances and practices, insufficient resources have been dedicated to the change process, and new staff
adapt to new responsibilities and procedures. Much of the change is driven by a recognition that most preschools have
experienced increasing difficulty attracting volunteers to take on the management tasks of local committees, and that
the work of managing centres has increased in volume and complexity as government regulation and new quality
standards have come into force. Consequently, responsibility for complying with regulations and meeting standards
has been transferred from the PAC to the ‘Cluster Manager’, which in the case of St Luke’s is Uniting’s Early
Learning division. While there continue to be challenges in the new system, some of this transfer of responsibility has
been freeing – the PAC no longer needs to find a treasurer to monitor the Preschool’s accounts, and the administrative
burden of enrolments has also been removed from the committee, leaving the PAC to focus on core activities like
developing relationships that support the parent community; raising funds to buy toys and equipment; and planning to
maintain and develop the Preschool’s physical resources. It is in these areas, and in the maintenance and development
of relationships between the Preschool and the Congregation that congregational representatives can have a significant
impact. As a Congregation we can be a local Uniting Church presence which is supportive, responsive, and attuned to
the needs of the Preschool community. Through such connection, what we offer through the Fun@Five worship group
and similar family-oriented ministry benefits from a familiarity and trust built in the Preschool context. If you feel you
could be part of building such familiarity and trust, I’d love to hear from you.

James
2

2

Worship Ministry Group
The Worship Ministry Group, who I’ll call WMG from now on, has the stated purpose of:
•

In partnership with the minister, to provide opportunities for people to praise God in
community, to deepen their faith and to renew their commitment to Christ’s way.

•

To encourage and enable lay leadership.

•

To foster the development of many to contribute to the music in worship.

•

Encourage all people in their gifts and skills for the enhancement of worship and faith.

Currently the membership of the group includes the minister, James, Helen Haysom, Joan
Bumpstead, Rena Douglas, Corrie Symington, Amy Douglas and Barbara Fowler.
We meet monthly, usually on the second Thursday of the month, alternating between the
graciously provided homes of Barbara Fowler and Joan Bumpstead. The group is represented
on Church Council by either Barb or Joan, depending on who is hosting that month. Each year
we hold a planning retreat where the direction for the following year’s worship is set – this is
coming up on the 27th October so if you have suggestions for what you’d like to see in
worship in 2019 please provide them to a member of the WMG (preferably in writing).
WMG is responsible for worship assistant rosters, organising the monthly midweek
communion (with help from congregation members), arranging instrumentalists to accompany
singing in Sunday worship, and planning an overall structure for worship during the year.
WMG is also the ‘official’ conduit for feedback on services.
Over the rest of the year we have some special services coming up, starting with Frontier
Services Sunday on the 7th October, followed by St Luke’s Sunday on the 21st October,
Blessing of the Animals on the 28th October and All Saints Sunday on the 4th November.
We’ll be sharing a celebratory Christmas season service with RCCC on the 23rd December
and a combined Christmas Eve service with High Street Road here at St Luke’s on the 24th in
the evening, and a combined New Year’s Eve service at High Street Road on the 31st.
If you have an interest in the ins and outs of worship, the WMG would love to have you join
us. Come and talk to me (James) or another member of the WMG – Amy Douglas, Corrie
Symington, Helen Haysom, Rena Douglas and Joan Bumpstead.

James

Congratulations San!
Professor San Thang had his
Companion of the Order of
Australia conferred in Canberra
recently.
He proudly wore his award to
share with St Luke’s and the
RCCC.
Congratulations, again, San!
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From the Church Council
At St Luke’s we are very thankful for the loving, capable leadership from James and Corrie. May they
continue, with God’s blessing, to work with all members of the St Luke’s family.
Since the last edition of the Messenger the Uniting Church Assembly has occurred; and a statement
released regarding Same-Gender Marriage. The Pastoral letter sent to congregations is published
elsewhere in the Messenger. St Luke’s is planning a meeting/discussion around this issue for later in
the year. A decision needs to be made about the possible use of the church for same-gender
ceremonies. The date of the discussion will be circulated as soon as possible.
As a response from a congregational member, the Church Council has investigated the purchase of a
defibrillator, and subsequently is purchasing one. The RCCC are sharing the cost for this, and we
thank them for their co-operation. Training sessions will be available for those interested.
The Cluster Group of Mt Waverley Uniting Churches continue to meet regularly, and are currently
researching the issue of Homelessness in the local area, with ideas and suggestions for action.
High Street Road and St John’s UC continue with conversations surrounding the merging of the two
congregations. A successful combined worship service, involving all four congregations was held in
June at St John’s UC. Since then Rev Paul Goh has transferred from St Mark’s to a parish in Adelaide.
He will be missed in the Waverley area.
Our St Luke’s Church Council elections were held in June, followed by the Commissioning of the
Church Council members and Elders. The members of the Church Council continue to work diligently to
maintain St Luke’s across the diverse activities involved. Thanks go to all members of Church Council
and the Ministry Groups.
We were saddened at the death of our good friend, Keith Edwards, who will be greatly missed from
St Luke’s. Both Keith and his late wife Kathleen, and the members of the Edwards family have been a
positive influence in so many areas of St Luke’s. Our thoughts and prayers are with them all.
We congratulate John and Jean Sale on their 60th wedding anniversary! Such an achievement  and
we wish them many more years together.
Clare Chadderton and her family are rejoicing on a new arrival, Henry, who will be a ‘little brother’ to
Edwin. We wish you all much happiness. Clare is taking maternity leave, and will be back assisting us
musically sometime soon.
Another happy occasion was the baptism of Lucas Ross, son of Sophie and Rick; and brother to Caleb.
Caleb attends our Playgroup sessions. We welcome them as they join the St Luke’s family.
The recent Preschool service was a joyful occasion with the pre-schoolers delighting us with their
songs.

Dates to note:






21 October
18 October
4 November
TBA November
TBA November

St Luke’s Sunday  past members invited to attend.
Blessing of the Animals
All Saints Day
Same gender marriage discussion
Stewardship Sunday

Eunice Magee
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Gavin Faichney shares some reflections on the 15th Assembly.

Madam President
15th Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia
At an impressive Opening Worship of the 15th Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia (UCA),
held at St Michael’s Uniting Church in Collins St, Melbourne, on Sunday July 8, the second woman
President of the UCA, Dr Deidre Palmer, was installed.
The theme of this assembly is ‘Abundant Grace, Liberating Hope’ and Dr Palmer in her inspiring
address encouraged all of us to accept this Grace of God and use it to liberate our hopes for the future
of our UCA. Dr Palmer is married with two grown daughters and attends the Rosefield UC in
Adelaide.
She has studied both in South Australia and the USA and has a PhD in Religious Education and
Theology from Boston College. She taught theology at the Southern Methodist University in Dallas
Texas and in the Adelaide College of Divinity at Flinders University.
Dr Palmer is an Australian educator, counsellor, theologian and social worker and has served the South
Australian Synod as Moderator 2013–2016. She has been a counsellor with the Uniting Communities
childhood sexual abuse team, and served on the Assembly committees of Uniting Education,
Commission for Mission and Commission for Liturgy. Since she was elected as President-elect in
2015, she has served on the Assembly Standing Committee, she is on the Church Polity Reference
Committee and the Assembly Business Committee.
She is also a member of the UCA’s National Task Group responding to the Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.
Her chairing of the 15th Assembly has been significant where the resolutions for Safe Childhood,
Same-Gender Marriage, Climate Change and Reconciliation were the main issues of debate. These
resolutions and the reorganisation of the polity and structures of the UCA will ensure that her term as
President will be demanding. We should keep our President in our Prayers and be confident that the
future of the UCA is in good hands. The Grace of God will enable us all to Liberate our Hopes for the
future church.

St Luke’s Craftees
If there are any more idle fingers in the congregation who would like to do some
knitting, there are several causes which the St Luke’s Craftees are supporting. We
have a number of patterns for these items.
1

Knitting for Nepal for children aged 1-15 years. (There will be a collection point
in Melbourne by the end of September.)
Knitted or crocheted: beanies, socks, gloves, fingerless gloves, scarves, neck
warmers, jumpers, small blankets.

2

East Burwood Uniting Church  for local ‘clients’  any knitted goods children
or adults.

3

Prem baby beanies for maternity wards in local hospitals.
There are available patterns  the beanies are the size of an orange.

Here is an example of some of the knitted goods going to Nepal
later in the month. The small jumpers were originally destined
for Africa for AIDS babies when they left hospital, but we have
been assured the organisation no longer needs any more to be
knitted.
Contact is Ros Faichney
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Uniting Church in Australia

PASTORAL LETTER
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Last weekend the newly elected Assembly Standing Committee (ASC) met in Sydney. During our meeting
together, we shared information and stories from across the life of the church since the Fifteenth Assembly.
We spoke of the signs of hope and the movement of the Holy Spirit we continue to see in and through our
Church and the wider Australian society. We spoke of pastoral concerns and prayed for the life and mission
of our Church.
It was the task of the ASC to make decisions in relation to a number of matters referred to us by the
Assembly meeting, including authorising an additional marriage liturgy.
The ASC has faithfully considered the matters referred to it as requested by the Assembly, and the Uniting
Church in Australia Additional Marriage Liturgy 2018 has been released. The liturgy is posted on the
Assembly website. The ASC has determined that authorised marriage celebrants within the Uniting Church
in Australia may choose to use this liturgy in weddings from the 21st September 2018. By using this liturgy,
or the previously authorised marriage liturgies, Uniting Church authorised marriage celebrants will be acting
properly within the rites of the Uniting Church in Australia.
I reaffirm that the Assembly’s resolution on marriage allows you to hold one of two positions on marriage,
as a member, Minister or Church Council. The Assembly made this decision acknowledging the faithfully
held positions across the life of the Church.
If you are still concerned about the position of the Uniting Church in relation to same-gender marriage,
I would encourage you to talk to your Presbytery or Synod leaders to ensure you are acting on accurate
information about the nature and impact of the Assembly’s decision. Resources including frequently asked
questions are also available on the Assembly website.
I have heard powerful and inspiring stories about the conscientious work of Presbyteries and Synods from
across Australia. These Councils of the Church have been working with you in developing and maintaining
the Uniting Church’s missional strength and vibrancy. I am confident that both your Synods and Presbyteries
are deeply attuned to the issues that are arising for you and have developed supports to allow you to stay
focussed on the missional leading of the Spirit.
In the opening worship for the Fifteenth Assembly, I asked the question, how will we be shaped by God’s
abundant grace? I ask that question of us, the Uniting Church, now.
In the light of the Assembly’s discernment to allow our Church to affirm two equal and distinct views on
marriage, I have seen the grace of God reflected in many of our interactions with each other. Uniting Church
congregations, individual members and leaders have sought to truly listen to each other, and seek to
understand how we can live in community with one another, while seeing the Biblical witness and our
theological foundations through different interpretive lenses.
Passionately disagreeing with one another is not unusual in the church. If we are to grow in maturity, as a
follower of Jesus in the 21st Century, we will be deeply engaged in reflecting on Scripture and theology with
others who may express their Christian discipleship in ways different to ourselves. Many of our Uniting
Church members have been respectful and loving in expressing their passionately held convictions in
dialogue with other members of the Body of Christ. It saddens me that some language and behaviour have
failed to recognise that people who hold a different view, are also seeking to be faithful disciples of Christ.
I invite you to continue to pray for the health and flourishing of the Uniting Church in Australia. I invite you
to pray for the reconciliation, renewal and unity that is Christ’s call to us. I pray that our life and witness as
the Uniting Church will continue to invite people to experience the transforming power of the Gospel of
Christ in their lives and communities.
Yours in Christ’s service,

Dr Deidre Palmer
President, Uniting Church in Australia
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Message to Members of St Luke’s
Dear Friends,
On behalf of my family and the Tent of Nations, I would like to thank you all for
your continuous spiritual support, for lighting a candle for us once a month and
for your prayers. Your prayers are empowering and encouraging us to continue
on our long path for justice.
Special thanks also for the regular financial support the church is providing for
us with for the work the Tent of Nations is doing.
Thanks for this solidarity.

Daoud Nassar

Tent of Nations Update
The legal battle in the court over the family land has
been going on for 27 years. The Israeli settlements
around the Tent of Nations are expanding and are
becoming small cities, which will make it difficult one
day to talk about two states solution.
They continue to build the wall which will disconnect the
Tent of Nations from Bethlehem, the day it is completed
around Bethlehem from the south and south west side.
The Yeshiva school, which is now open, is also a concern
for us. Some hundreds of boys from the settlements
around the area are brought daily to the school by
buses. Our concern is that this school might be visited
by radical settlers who come and say that God promised
them the land. They might attack us, and the main
access to the Tent of Nations will remain closed.
Even the challenges on the ground are increasing,
sometimes it is hard to stand all these challenges and
not quit, still we put our hand on the plough, invest our
frustration positively. We need to keep going, focussing
on our vision.
We have had many visitor groups and individuals from
all over who come to listen and be inspired by our story.
Many volunteers from different countries have come also
and participated in our activities and programs.
1. In March, we had our tree planting campaign.
2. In May, we had the wheat harvest.
3. In June, the apricot harvest.
4. In July the almond harvest.

5. In August, the grape harvest.
6. In September, we are still in the fig harvest.
7. And in October, we will have the olive harvest.
Harvest camps went well. We are blessed with the many
volunteers from all over who come to help.
In July, we had our annual children summer camp, the
title for this year was: ‘Be a Change Maker’. Forty-five
children from the Bethlehem area and refugee camps,
both Christians and Muslims, participated in the camp.
We had 15 international and local volunteers who
helped in organising activities for children. The highlight
was the festival on the last day of the camp. Children
were able to show their parents all what they have done
during the camp. We finished it with a nice reception.
Our women empowerment project is moving forward.
Jihan, my wife, is focussing her work on women in the
village who don’t have a chance for education.
We continue to develop the infrastructure at the Tent of
Nations, investing in projects that will help us to become
self-sustainable. This is important, especially when we
become one day, totally disconnected from the city of
Bethlehem.
As we always say, we will keep hope alive, and we will
continue our journey with faith, love and hope.
Blessings and Salaam,

Daoud Nassar
Director,Tent of Nations
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Sermon of Rev Norman Faichney
The following is another sermon of The Very Rev Norman Faichney from the period 19671970 when he was
to become the Moderator General of the Presbyterian Church of Australia. This was preached at his home
parish of Glen Iris Presbyterian Church in August 1967, a month before his induction as the Head of Church.
These sermons have been provided by Gavin Faichney.

August 27, 1967
Scripture Readings:

Glen Iris Presbyterian Church
O.T. Daniel 6: 423
N.T. Luke 9: 2336

Text: “I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the

third heaven – whether in the body or out of the body I do not know.
God knows  and heard things that are not to be told.”

2 Cor. 12: 2

Great Hours in Life
extraordinary and goodness beautiful and God is good
and love is the most wonderful and greatest thing in the
world. And yet man’s stupidity and brutality are dreadful
– there is so much in the world and in life to dishearten
us. Good plans for peace and decency all go wrong and
at times aggression seems the only reality.
Three things to say:
1. There is always need to remember and to positively
recall the better times – when life was full of purpose,
when something challenged us and we responded and
rose up to a standard of life and action and realisation
that was good. Wordsworth put in a few words – what
such a time is like:

You probably know, after the years that I have been
here, that Paul is one of the great heroes of life to me.
This must have been a great hour for him – a high hour
of insight and vision and even though it is described in
an ancient symbolism, we all know what it means. Our
lives too have those times when visions clear and doubt
and cynicism goes and our souls are kindled and flame.
Robert Browning talks of this:

“that moments,
Sure tho’ seldom, 
When the spirit’s true endowments
Stand out plainly from its false ones.”
Now, at the time Paul recalled this remembrance of his
great hour, he was in one of the most despondent
periods of his life. In the verses just before – he tells of
his troubles – labour and travail, hunger and thirst, cold
and miserable. “Besides these things that are without”
he says, “that which passeth upon me daily – anxiety
for all the churches.” Paul here is at a pretty low ebb.
And all of us have had times like that haven’t we?
In words that suggest situations we clear to face, even
like the situation in our present world among the nations
– jealousy, temper, rivalry, slanders, gossiping,
arrogance and disorder. These were the evils of Paul’s
day! But then into the midst of all this, he injects a
factor that makes all the difference to him. He recalls
this great hour and the differences it makes to him –
14 years ago – his vision cleared and for a short time
the eternal truths were seen. And as he writes out of the
disheartening present – he decides to believe the best
he has seen against the worst he knows.
Isn’t that one of the problems of life – what are we to
believe – our own best hours or our worst? We all know
without being mystics – those times when life seems

“I have felt
A presence that disturbs one with joy
Of elevated thoughts ”
There is a strange mystery in human nature – with an
inner certainty that none can deny – we are able to
distinguish our best hours from our worst. Sir Edward
Elgar wrote a lot of music – more or less good – but
once in the Dream of Gerontius he composed what he
knew was his best work and he wrote to a friend:

“This is the best of me – for the rest, I ate and drank
and slept and loved and hated like another, my life
was as the vapour and is not, – BUT THIS I SAW AND
KNEW – this, if anything of mine is worth your
memory.”
We all know what Elgar meant – his was Paul’s
experience all over again. Paul knew his best when it
came. What he saw on the Damascus road – what he felt
when he wrote in 1 Corinthians 13 – what he knew when
he answered the call: “Come over to Macedonia and
help me,” what he beheld when he was “caught up into
Third Heaven”. That was his best and he remembered it
8

– when his low moments came and he trusted that in his
interpretation of God’s meaning in life for him. That is
the secret each of us need.
2. We must realise that when we talk thus about one
best hour, we are talking about essential Christianity.
The Christian view of God and Man and of life’s meaning
is the outlook of our best hours. It is when a person is
crushed and/or cynical – that one says, “I cannot
believe in God or in the Christian way of life!” This is an
argument of course for Christianity. It is when we are
down and out, beaten in spirit and at our worst, that we
say we cannot believe in God and in His Christ. But when
the great hours come and the vision clears – then the
real Christian faith appears. This is the stubborn fact on
which all attacks on Christianity go to pieces ultimately –
that in our best hours the Christian view of life is most
real. Here the appeal is not to some ecclesiastical or
credal authority – but to the authority of or own
enlightened hours. They bear the witness to the truth of
Christ. Paul was really up against it, but, “Fourteen
years ago” he wrote – remembering so far back to a day
of clear vision – that his soul could trust. That is what
we need to do.

Finally, let us remember that it is a crisis that often calls
the great hours out. So often in history this has been
so. And in personal life it is true. One of the most
dramatic instances of this is within the memory of most
of us. In the last World War, when France had
capitulated, it seemed as though England had only
months, if not weeks, to count before she herself was
assailed – then Winston Churchill, who for most of his
lifetime had blundered through politics, rose to his
heights and under his staunch leadership and
inspiration – England never looked back. We can all
recall his words to the English people as he called on
them to endure and said that in the long ages to come –
men would look back to that time and say of the people:

“this was their finest hour”.
Let us say something like that to ourselves. This is a day
for greatness. God grant us all the courage and faith to
measure up to it. Not only Paul – but Jesus too knew
this. He had His bad times – Now is my soul troubled –
but shall I say – He too had His fog on the dangerous
areas of life and death – “My God, my God why hast
Thou forsaken Me”. BUT He too had His Transfiguration.
This is my beloved Son, hear Him and He trusted that at
the end “Father into Thy hands”.

F@F Movie Night
On Saturday 21st July the F@F group had their annual outing/gathering. This year we did
something a little different and had a movie night at the church. Armed in our PJ’s and with
beanbags and pillows we settled in for a fun night.
We had a small group this year with five children and three helpers present. It was wonderful to
have a friend of one of the families come along to join us for the evening.
We kicked off the evening with some fun games and prizes, while waiting for our dinner to arrive.
We then settled in to watch Gnomeo and Juliet, the movie, while enjoying our pizza, garlic bread
and soft drinks. This was then followed by jelly cups for dessert, and of course you can’t forget
movie snacks, so popcorn and lollies were munched on too.
It’s safe to say it was a night full of lots of sugar and lots of fun. A night enjoyed by all and a night
definitely to be repeated!

Amy Douglas

Enjoying pizza

Paper plane competition
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Balloon fun

St Luke’s Library
Over the next few weeks, three books will be added to the St Luke’s Library:
A Scandalous Jesus by Joseph A Bessler.
The question of the historical Jesus is not only a historical question but also a historic one.
And historic questions can be the most scandalous, says Joe Bessler, because they challenge
the assumptions governing societies. Like Galileo questioning the Ptolemaic universe, historic
questions transgress the limits of authority, belonging, and institutional legitimacy. Each of the
three quests of the historical Jesus-from the original quest in the early 20th century, through
the new quest, to the renewed quest in the late 20th century-has opened up new questions.
In A Scandalous Jesus, Bessler seeks to capture the historic questions that surround and shape
research on the historical Jesus and assess the impact of the differing quests on theological and
cultural life.
Saving Jesus from the Church by Robin R Meyers.
From One of America’s Leading Pastors, a Bold Call to Restore Christianity’s True Mission:
Following Jesus.
The marriage of bad theology and hypocritical behaviour by the church has eroded our spiritual
lives. Taking the best of biblical scholarship, Meyers recasts core Christian concepts in an effort
to save Christianity from its obsession with personal salvation. Not a plea to try something brand
new, but rather the recovery of something very old, Saving Jesus from the Church shows us what
it means to follow Jesus’s teachings today.
My Journey into Alzheimer’s Disease by Robert Davis
A book of encouragement of how one man of faith faced the oncoming darkness of Alzheimer’s
disease. In a powerful story of courage and faith, Davis shows how God gives strength and grace.

Ros Faichney

Distribution of Goods from St Luke’s to
Western NSW and Qld
Kevin and I took several bags of knitted beanies, scarves and rugs and good quality second-hand
winter clothes with us when we travelled north in June/July. In many of the outback towns there
are Uniting Churches but no minister – some towns have a monthly service.
In Bourke NSW, St Vinnies were delighted to receive the clothes for their Op Shop.
At Cunnamulla Qld, the Anglican Minister comes once a month and was due just after we were
there, so we left a bag of new knitted goods at their Op Shop for him to distribute where the
most need was in his domain.
At last in Blackall Qld, we found a Uniting Church
Op Shop, run by volunteers from the town and
they were very happy to receive the two bags of
knitted goods. They distribute the money locally
and to the Royal Flying Doctor, Frontiers Services
and other outback services.
Thank you to all who contributed to help those
in need.

Lois Brown
Blackall Uniting Church Op Shop
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Celebrations at St Luke’s
We happily celebrated Beverly McArthur's OBE at St Luke’s in July!
Congratulations Bev, on joining this exclusive club.

60th Wedding Anniversary
We were delighted to help Jean and John Sale celebrate
this very special milestone.
Well done to you both  and we'll look forward to
celebrating more anniversaries to come!
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