
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

On the 8th of September our worship service focussed 

on the Minor Prophets, with further services on the 22nd 

and 29th of September continuing to explore the 
messages of these mysterious and passionate speakers, 
whose words still challenge and provoke. 

Located at the end of the Hebrew Scriptures, the 12 

Minor Prophets (so named because their writings are 
short) aren’t arranged in chronological order. Their 
dates are estimated, according to information in their 

texts such as who was ruling where at the time when 

each prophet was prophesying. Not all of the prophets 
give such clues, and there remains some dispute among  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

scholars around interpreting them. Thus, Jonah remains 

undated, and Joel disputed, but each remains part of the 
collection and of scripture. 

The Minor Prophets are important, not only because 

they increase the number of voices heard from scripture, 
but because they reveal a diversity of views within 
scripture regarding the same events and times. The 
diagram below, taken from the website Bible.org, shows 

the relationship of the minor and major prophets and 
the events that defined Israel between the split into two 

Kingdoms (left hand end) and the end of the writings of 
Malachi. 
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The diagram is helpful, because it illustrates that the 
prophets had different audiences (the Northern and 

Southern kingdoms) but that they also overlapped: 
Isaiah and Micah and Hosea; Jeremiah and Ezekiel; 

Haggai and Zechariah. Note that Jonah’s dating is 
speculative, though it can’t be dated after the 
destruction of Nineveh (612 BCE), which Nahum 
prophesies about. Similarly Joel’s writings about a 
plague of locusts, a metaphor for invasion, make it 

difficult to pin to a particular time, so that prophet’s 
location on the timeline is also uncertain. 

What is consistent between all the prophets is a 

theological framework for looking at world events, a 

concern for the religious expression of God’s people 
and a connection between social justice and fulfilling 
God’s commands.  

For the prophets, the sovereignty of God extends to 
other nations, so when the Assyrians, the Egyptians, 

and eventually the Babylonians invade, this is God’s 
punishment for Israel’s unfaithfulness, the rich’s neglect 

of the poor, and for the injustices perpetrated by the 
powerful on the powerless. While I wouldn’t frame the 

actions of nations in this way, the idea that God cares 
about the sincerity of those who claim belief, the fate of 

the poor and the conduct of the rich and powerful is 
central to the Church’s understanding of God. 

The minor prophets remind the people of Israel that all 

life is spiritual, in the sense that it is God-breathed. 
Because the people of Israel and Judah were called into 
being by the voice of God their lives as nations were 
similarly God-breathed and accountable to God for the 
way they live. Their language and their framing is hard 

for our ‘civilised’ ears, but their challenge to recognise 

the Spiritual nature of life, to recognise God’s concern 
for the poor and powerless and to recognise our 

obligation to those whom God loves rings as clearly 
today as it did in their tumultuous times. I commend the 
Minor Prophets to your reading, and the resources on 
the St Luke’s website to your study of these important 
witnesses to God’s presence in the world. 

James Douglas 

  

St Luke’s Sunday 2019 
On the 20th of October this year, we’ll celebrate St Luke’s Sunday 

once again, with a special later service (10.30 am), followed by a 

delicious lunch of soup and crusty bread shared together. This year 

we’re also celebrating the points of connection with our local Essex 

Heights community, and focussing on how we can increase 

awareness in the community of what’s available at St Luke’s. To this 

end, David Symington and David Prince have been developing the 

Essex Heights Community Hub – a way of bringing together what 

we already do into a promotable package of activities and resources 

for the local community. You’ll hear more about the Essex Heights 

Community Hub on St Luke’s Sunday, and be able to ask questions 

and take part in promoting it in the local area. We have lots on offer 

at St Luke’s, and we want to share it as widely as possible – it’s part 

of our mission to be bearers of the good news! 

James 
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From the Church Council 

Rev. Gavin Blakemore and Peggy Tan (from Uniting), attended the recent Church Council meeting. 
Gavin is the Mission and Ethos Partner Eastern Division with Uniting. Peggy's responsibility is as  

Early Learning Manager in the north east. Uniting is a significant Early Learning provider in Victoria 
and Tasmania, so both Gavin and Peggy are involved in the Preschool at St Luke’s. We invited both  
to attend the CC meeting and explain their roles and responsibilities. Gavin works across all 
partnerships, e.g. St Luke’s and the Preschool, and oversees the documentation reflecting the 
relationships. He also gives pastoral care to staff and clients in Disability Group homes, residential 

homes for children. Another responsibility is chaplaincy work. He attempts to have annual meetings 
with each partnership, hence the invitation to St Luke’s. 

Over the next few years there will be changes in funding for 3-year-old kindergartens. Initially the  
3-year-old groups will have five hours funding. Peggy explained that, in some cases, buildings will  
be needed to reflect the new programs. Any application for Capital Grants will require a letter from 
Church Council, to support this. Peggy forwarded the Memorandum of Understanding document 
relevant to Uniting and St Luke’s, and the Church Council and the Property Ministry Group will 

consider this at our October meeting. 

Since our last edition of the Messenger, we have had our election of Church Councillors and Elders, 

followed by a Commissioning service. Thank you to all who stood for the election. We thank David 
Langley for his time on Church Council, David is representing us on the Social Justice Group, and 

reporting to Church Council each month. We miss you at our meetings, David. 

We also recognised and thanked all volunteers within our congregation – and discovered the large 

number of members who are involved within St Luke’s and the wider community! 

A very big ‘Thank you’ to the Property Ministry Group for the kitchen renovations; we all appreciate 

the new arrangement, and delight in using the updated facilities – especially the dish washer (thanks 
to the generosity of the RCCC). Much maintenance and repair work has been carried out, also, thanks 

to John Sale and Tony Lucas. Appropriately James blessed the kitchen! 

The Essex Heights Community Hub is our new adventure, with David Prince and David Symington 
effectively steering this. Many hours of planning and organising of promotional material has been 

undertaken. Thank you, both. More information will be shared with the congregation in the very near 
future, as we endeavour to broaden our contacts within the Essex Heights area. 

The Pastoral Care Ministry Group has been very active within the congregation, as we have many 

members who have been unwell, or needed assistance in various ways. Special thanks to Heather and 
her team! 

A few dates to note: 

 20 October  St Luke’s Day, with a lunch for the St Luke’s family,  

                              as the RCCC will be worshipping elsewhere on this day 

 27 October  Blessing of the Animals  

 November  Stewardship Programme  

We are thankful for the guidance, leadership and care of James and Corrie and ask for God’s blessing 
on their work in the Essex Heights area, and the wider community. 

Eunice Magee 
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Tuesday Circle 

 

 

Last month Tuesday Circle held a 
football morning organised by 
Yvonne Stent and Yvonne Jeffs. 

Included in the morning tea were 
special footy cakes made by 
Margaret Docherty’s daughter, 
Janet Stefancik. Margaret proudly 
displays them. 

Our renovation kitchen is finished, blessed 

and being used. 

What has been happening at St Luke’s? 

 

The Church Councillors were commissioned 

after the recent elections (absent Heather 

Spurling, Geoff Swan, David Prince). 

We were very pleased to welcome our new 

members to our St Luke's family. 

We said a BIG thank you to David Langley 

for his time on Church council. 
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2  Christy’s Challenge! 

An excerpt from a newsletter of St Peter’s Eastern Hill Anglican Church. 

Christy Thiagarajah is a St Peter’s identity in his own right. He has  

attended the weekday Mass most days for more than 25 years! He tells  

the story of a Breakfast Program participant who, thinking Christy was  

a priest because he was always at Mass so early, asked him for a blessing.  

Christy tried to convince him he was not a priest but he would not take  

no for an answer and so Christy obliged! The weekday Mass congregations  

and the Breakfast Program participants overlap and interact because of  

proximity of faith and facilities. Some participants attend Mass regularly.  

Christy was challenged to see if there was something he and his work  

colleagues could do. After conferring with Lazarus Centre Team Leader,  

Chris de Paiva, Christy accepted the challenge to raise half the funds  

needed for a bane marie to keep food hot for breakfast. This amounted to  

$600. He set about encouraging his colleagues at the Department of Jobs,  

Precincts and Regions to come up with ideas to raise the funds. A small  

committee was formed. The first suggestions were to hold a raffle with  

prizes made by one of Christy’s workmates, a gifted wood worker. In addition, Christy offered to 

host a lunch featuring Sri Lankan fare. Word certainly got around – 100 people attended the lunch 

and Christy and his friends raised $2,135 for the Lazarus Centre. The success of the lunch has 

already got people talking about the next one. 

Thanks so much to Christy and all those who made such a substantial contribution possible. 

Lazarus Centre Chaplaincy is funded by the St Peter’s Charitable Foundation. 

St Luke’s Walk 
On Saturday 6th July six members of St Luke’s Walking Group travelled by  
train to Flinders Street Station and then walked to Bourke Street to catch the  
tram to St Kilda. After a coffee in a very nice coffee shop we walked in brilliant 
sunshine along the beach front (Beaconsfield Parade) towards Port Melbourne. 

Lunch was enjoyed at the Pier Hotel and we then continued our walk to  
Beach Street and caught the light rail back to the city. 

A great day was had by all. 

Kevin Brown 
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Donations of food are taken weekly to Monash Waverley 

Community Information & Support (MWCIS) at 47 Miller 
Crescent, Mount Waverley (rear of Mount Waverley 
Community Centre).  

MWCIS is a community based emergency relief, 
information and referral service staffed by trained 
personnel who are all volunteers. It services residents of 

the Monash Waverley area providing Emergency Relief 
to local families and individuals in circumstances of 
temporary or entrenched disadvantage, alongside an 
information and referral service. The centre is open 

Monday to Friday 9:30 am–3:30 pm and is staffed 
entirely by volunteers who have all undergone a 50 hour 
training program along with ongoing training. 
Volunteers oversee the administration of the centre as 
well as opening the centre from Monday to Friday. 

Residents of Monash who live in postcode areas of 
3149, 3150, 3170, parts of 3125, 3147, 3148, and 

3168 are provided with Emergency Relief, based on a 
holistic assessment and whether they meet the eligibility 

criteria of being on a low income and can demonstrate a 
need for assistance. This assistance can be through 

practical support such as food parcels, food vouchers, 
Bill Assistance program for utility, phone, prescriptions 
or school expenses, goods from opportunity shop, 

blankets, knitted goods or second-hand white goods 

and furniture. Volunteers can also advocate for the 

clients and refer them to other appropriate services for 
assistance. This could be for rental assistance and 
accommodation.  

There is less demand for general information but the 
MWCIS does still provide an information service. 

Brochures and a resources data base are still 
maintained. Tax Help Program is run and trained ATO tax 
helpers complete tax returns for low income earners.  

For MWCIS to operate, funding by the Department of 

Social Services (DSS) is essential and is applied for 
through CISVic, our parent body. We now have funding 
to take us through to June 2023. Monash Council 

donates the use of the property plus a grant to help  

with administrative costs. 

 

 

 

 

The generosity of many organisations, churches, 
schools and individuals who make donations of non-

perishable food and monetary donations which are used 
for supermarket vouchers are vital for the work of 
centre. Community donors also supply knitted goods, 
toiletries, backpacks, blankets, toys and children’s 
books. The Lions Club Op Shop gives second-hand 

clothing and Eastern Emergency Relief Network give 

second-hand furniture and white goods. Share the 

Dignity provide feminine hygiene products, which at 
Christmas are packed inside handbags by their donor. 

MWCIS is fortunate to receive SecondBite fruit, 
vegetables and bread for those who need it thanks to 
Coles Pinewood. This wonderful program ‘puts healthy 
food on empty plates’.  

In the year 2018–2019 the centre had 4,804 visits and 

1,826 phone calls, a total of 6,630 contacts. Over the 
year 1,916 interviews with clients were conducted. Over 
800 food parcels were given out to clients during the 
year along with other assistance.  

Non-perishable foods that are appreciated for food 
parcels:  

 Long life milk 

 Breakfast cereal 

 Vegemite & peanut butter 

 Canned fruit & vegetables 

 Soup – canned & cup-a-soup 

 Tea & coffee 

 Pasta & rice 

 Pasta sauce 

 Toiletries: toothpaste, soap, shampoo 

The demand for assistance continues to increase and 
food parcels are appreciated to assist clients during 
difficult times, therefore your weekly contributions are 
gratefully received. 

Alison Douglas, 

Community Support Worker MWCIS 

 

  

Monash Waverley Community Information and Support 

 
What happens to the basket of food that is collected each Sunday? 
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  Fun@Five Movie Night! 
Fun@Five held their annual event in September – a pizza and movie night held at the church. 

The night started out with lots of games (using up lots of energy from the very energetic 

kids!). We then watched a Spider Man movie and enjoyed a yummy pizza dinner. This was 

followed with popcorn (of course) and lollies for dessert. There was a great mix of current 

and previous F@F families attending. It was great to catch up with the ‘older’ families and 

to see all the families mingling together. A big thank you to Rena, Rennus and James who 

assisted for the evening, especially as I found myself pretty much without a voice! It was a 

very fun and rewarding evening, and I can’t wait to see what next year’s F@F annual event 

has in store! 

Amy Douglas 

Singing in Singapore 
The Douglas family travelled to Singapore in late July/early  

August to support Charlotte as she competed with her school  

choir in the Singapore International Choral Festival. The Essex  

Heights Chamber Choir performed two pieces (Firefly by Andy  

Beck, and The Unicorn by Daniel Walker for those of you who  

are musically inclined) in a section of 38 schools from the Asian  

region. The Essex Heights Choir achieved a score of 74.2,  

coming 20th overall and receiving a Silver award from the jury.  

It was a wonderful experience for all of the children. The choir 

participated in a workshop with one of the judges, and had the  

opportunity to practice their Indonesian with one of the choirs  

in a meet and greet. The trip included some great sightseeing,  

as well, with trips to the Night Safari, Gardens by the Bay, and  

Merlion Park at Marina Bay.  

James Douglas 
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  By no means the only feature of the Brown-Spurling  

trip around Great Britain 

In the 1841 Census of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, William 

Spurling and his wife Lucy were recorded as living in Banham, Norfolk. William was 

listed as an Agricultural Labourer. They had four children living with them, Mary, Amy, 

Robert and Joshua. 

The family was listed in the 1851 Census but their circumstances had changed. Their 

address was now the Guiltcross Union Workhouse in Kenninghall, Norfolk (not far from 

Banham) and they were listed as paupers. By then they had four more children and their 

daughter, Amy was recorded as having a child. 

The next mention of William and Lucy was on the passenger list of the SS Shackamaxon 

which left Liverpool on 4 October 1852 and arrived in South Australia on 19 January 

1853. William was listed as an Agricultural and General Labourer and travelling with his 

wife Lucy and four children, Joshua, William, Samuel and James. Their son Robert was 

listed separately as a 14-year-old ‘farm servant’ from Norfolk. How these paupers got 

from Kenninghall to Liverpool is not known to me. 

The family settled near Port Pirie in South Australia into a thriving community of 

immigrants from County Claire in Ireland, and soon had numerous offspring. William 

was my Great, Great, Grandfather and Robert my Great Grandfather. 

You can imagine my delight when Rosemary, Bill, Heather and I found the Guiltcross 

Union Workhouse still standing on a remote country road just south of Norwich. It, of 

course, is not a workhouse any more, but looked as if it was being occupied by squatters.  

Tom Spurling 

OP SHOP UPDATE 

Thanks to all who donated goods to our week at the Op Shop in July and volunteered to work 

there. We have received $411.24 which is lower than usual – many factors contributed to this – 

the weather (it was freezing that week), lack of customers, downturn in retailing (even Op Shops), 

etc. We had a large quantity of goods to contribute. 

There is a farewell to Anne at the shop from 3 pm – 6 pm on Thursday 28th November, we need 

to advise numbers closer to the time. 

Thank you. 

Lois Brown 
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We recently enjoyed delicious cake and a happy 

celebration for Heather Spurling's OBE. 

We were delighted to help Yvonne and Laurie Smith celebrate  

this very special milestone. 

Congratulations to you both! 
 

60th Wedding Anniversary 

Congratulations Heather! 

 


