Home Worship Service
April 26 – Easter 2 

A Call to Worship for Dispersed People	Lectionary Readings – Easter 3
Living God, long ago, faithful women	Third Sunday of Easter (April 26)
proclaimed the good news of Jesus' resurrection,		1st Reading	Acts 2: 2 – 14a, 36 - 41
and the world was changed forever.		Psalm	Psalm 116: 1 – 4, 12 - 19
		2nd Reading	1 Peter 1: 17 - 23
In our world which is undergoing stress and change		Gospel	Luke 24: 13 - 35
teach us to keep faith with them.
		With Love to the World
As we come before You, this day,	This week’s offering (Easter 3 – April 26) 
in our separation, may our community of faith 	is from Psalm 116: 12 – 19 Thanksgiving
be held in your hand.		
		What shall I return to the Lord for all
May our witness be as bold,		his bounty to me?
our love as deep,	I will lift up the cup of salvation
and our faith as true.	and call on the name of the Lord,
Amen.		I will pay my vows to the Lord 
			In the presence of all his people. 
	Precious in the sight of the Lord 	
			is the death of his faithful ones.
		O Lord, I am your servant:
		I am your servant, the child of your
			 serving girl.
		You have loosed my bonds.
		I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
		and call on the name of the Lord.
 		I will pay my vows to the Lord 
Prayers of intercession for those we hold		In the presence of all his people,
	dear and those who faithfully served 	in the courts of the house of the Lord,
	in defence of our country,		in your midst,  O Jerusalem.
	followed by the Lord’s Prayer	Praise the lord.
 
Or read any of the Lectionary Readings set	 for today		
	
Reflection
“With Love to the World”
The psalmist is overwhelmed by the conviction that he is precious to the Lord. V15 does not mean that God welcomes the death of the faithful: there is no suggestion here of a martyr complex. Rather, such a death is too costly for God to let it happen very often. So great is the speaker’s gratitude that it cannot be kept a secret. It is necessary to bear witness before the congregation and join with the faith community in offering thanksgiving. We do not know what vows he made V14, and whether he made promises to God that he would fulfil if he were delivered. Whatever the circumstances, his thanksgiving goes beyond clearing a debt he owed to God. He publicly acknowledges his Deliverer, bearing witness to God whose servant he aspires to be. For Jews. Lifting the cup (a potent symbol) at the Passover meal was part of remembering and reliving the Exodus. Jesus gave a new meaning to that cup, so that for his followers it became a cup of salvation and a symbol of thanksgiving. One of the names of the Lord’s Supper is “Eucharist”, from the Greek word to “give thanks”. In his spiritual struggle in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus chose to drink the cup of suffering (Luke 22: 42). For the psalmist, lifting the cup of salvation is an act of thanksgiving in the presence of God’s people.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclude this worship opportunity by watching Songs of Praise – ABC Sunday 11.30am  
